
STEW
March 15 - 31

by Zora Howard
directed by Claudine Mboligikpelani Nako

M
A

RC
H

 2
02

4



PAUL HEPPNER  
President & Publisher
BRIEANNA HANSEN  
Vice President of Sales
SHAUN SWICK  
Brand & Creative Manager
CIARA CAYA  
Marketing & Communications Manager
GENAY GENEREUX  
Accounting & Office Manager
CALEB AGEE 
Design & Publications Manager
LIZELLE DIN 
Production Designer
JAMES SCHRECK 
Account Executive
MARILYN KALLINS 
Bay Area Representative
JACQUI DZIAK, MICHELE MANZO,  
DEIDRA VIBERG 
Regional Sales Representatives

Encore Media Group
1631 15th Ave W, Suite 219
Seattle, WA 98119-2796
206.443.0445
info@encoremediagroup.com
encoremediagroup.com
Encore Arts Programs and Encore Stages are 
published monthly by Encore Media Group to serve 
performing arts events in the San Francisco Bay Area 
and Greater Seattle Area. All rights reserved. ©2024 
Encore Media Group. Reproduction without written 
permission is prohibited.
Encore—Connecting Arts, Culture 
and Community.

Encore Stages is an Encore arts 
program that features stories about 
our local arts community alongside 
information about performances. 
Encore Stages is a publication 
of Encore Media Group. We also 
publish specialty publications, 
including the SIFF Program, Seattle 
Pride Magazine, and Seattle 
Art Dealers’ SADA. Learn more 
at encorespotlight.com.

Encore Stages features the 
following organizations:

March 2024	 Volume 19, No. 4

Feature
3	 The Commercial Side of  
	 Seattle Theatre
The Word Around Town
8	 Match the review quote 
	 to its performance
News
9	 Seattle Opera Announces  
	 2024/25 Season
Calendar
12	 Spring Events  
Intermission Brain 
Transmission
15	 Test yourself with our 
	 trivia quiz!

In This Issue
Encore Media Group acknowledges that 
we are on the lands of the Duwamish 
People, and their other Coast Salish 
relations—past and present. We 
recognize that these lands are unceded 
and we support the Duwamish Tribe 
in their struggle to gain Federal Tribal 
Recognition. We honor with gratitude 
the land itself. This acknowledgement 
does not take the place of authentic 
relationships with Indigenous 
communities, which we seek to build. 
We hope that this step of honoring 
these lands, and the First People of 
Seattle who remain their stewards, will 
help us become better neighbors to the 
Duwamish Tribe and all the people who 
have called the Pacific Northwest home 
since time immemorial.
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By TODD MATTHEWS

The Commercial Side of  
Seattle Theatre

For many local theatre actors, television and internet commercials help pay the bills.

Late last year, actor Marianna de Fazio pulled into Federal Way’s Wild Waves  
Theme & Water Park under cover of darkness at 4:30 a.m., steering her car down a 
narrow driveway and toward a parking lot. Stepping out of her vehicle, she walked 
past dormant and eerily quiet roller coasters and water slides before spotting people 
gathered under tents and around craft services tables.

This must be the place, she thought.   »

Pearl Lam in a Microsoft commercial.

encorespotlight.com   3
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Clearly, this wasn’t a typical acting 
role. De Fazio and maybe a dozen 
other actors were up early to film 
a commercial for Washington 
Lottery’s Kraken-themed scratch 
tickets. The shoot began at the 
park’s area for bumper cars, 
which was cleared and converted 
into ad hoc bleachers resembling 
Climate Pledge Arena’s hockey 
stands. Actors wore Kraken jerseys 
and reenacted a raucous crowd 
celebration. By sunrise, de Fazio 
and her fellow actors were strapped 
into the Timberhawk—Washington 
state’s largest wood-framed 
roller coaster—and launched 
through the ride’s steep dives and 
careening curves for a 30-second 
commercial that would appear 
on television and the internet.

“That was a unique gig, for sure,” 
said de Fazio, whose agent asked 
if she was up for repeatedly riding 
a roller coaster. For this one-day 

shoot, she rode the roller coaster 19 
times. “I thought, ‘I don’t know.’ I 
mean, I used to love roller coasters 
as a kid.” Still, she accepted the 
job—one of several commercial 
roles she’s performed for Delta 
Dental, Microsoft, and Toyota.

De Fazio is one of many local 
actors who scratch together an 
income by splitting their time 
between performing at ACT 
Theatre, Seattle Rep, Taproot 
Theatre Company, Village Theatre, 
and other theatres while also 
performing in television and 
internet commercials for PEMCO, 
Seattle Cancer Care Alliance, Taco 
Time, and other companies. Pay 
attention to the commercials the 
next time you watch a Seahawks 
or Mariners game—you might 
spot a local theatre actor.

“I think you have to have your 
irons in many fires to make a living 
as an actor in general, especially 

in a smaller market,” said Melissa 
Baldauf, Agency Director at Big Fish 
NW Talent Agency, which helps de 
Fazio and other local actors find 
commercial work. “Commercials 
pay pretty well; usually, it’s a 
one-day shoot. Many actors in 
this market are theatre actors, 
so agents and casting directors 
are used to working with their 
busy schedules. With most shoots 
being one day, it’s possible to 
squeeze in commercial shoots in 
between rehearsals and shows.”

De Fazio recalled wrapping 
the Washington Lottery com-
mercial by 3 p.m. and being 
home for dinner. Also, preparing 
for a commercial, which often 
requires little to no dialogue, 
involves far less preparation than 
preparing for a theatre role.

Seattle has a decent environment 
for commercial work—whether 
filming spots for television or the 
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Pearl Lam in a Taco Time commercial.

“Now, we have so 
many more and  
higher paying 
opportunities with  
the growth of tech  
and new media to 
share commercials 
and digital content. 
We now get a  
fair amount of  
SAG-AFTRA national 
commercials.”

encorespotlight.com   5
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Sky Hopinka. Mnemonics of Shape and Reason (still, detail), 2021. Digital video (color, 
sound); 4:12 min. Courtesy of the artist
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internet or in-house employee 
training videos for Microsoft and 
Amazon. According to Baldauf, 
some synergy exists between 
theatres and commercials, with 
casting directors attending theatre 
productions and calling in talent 
for auditions after seeing them 
perform in various shows. “We’ve 
certainly found some great talent to 
partner with after seeing them in 
local productions,” added Baldauf.

The City of Seattle’s Office of 
Economic Development reports 
nearly 570 permits for commercial 
and corporate projects were issued 
between 2019 and 2022, accounting 
for an average of 58 percent of the 
permits issued for all types of film-
ing during that period. Local actors 
and crew members filled an average 
of 4,450 jobs during that period.

Baldauf has seen the industry 
evolve. “Seattle is a huge non-
union commercial and digital 
market these days,” she said. 
“When I moved to Seattle 20 
years ago, the breakdowns were 
mostly for Microsoft corporate 
videos and some local and regional 
commercials. Now, we have so 
many more and higher paying 
opportunities with the growth 
of tech and new media to share 
commercials and digital content. 
We now get a fair amount of 
SAG-AFTRA national commercials.”

It’s also very competitive, with 
The Actor’s Group, TCM Models 
& Talent, TC Talent, Big Fish NW, 
and other agencies responding 
to casting calls. “We have to 

treat every project as if at least 
two to five other agencies are 
submitting talent,” added Baldauf. 
“Depending on what clients 
are looking for, they could see 
hundreds apply for a single role.” 

Evolving technology and the 
COVID-19 pandemic have sig-
nificantly changed how actors 
land commercials—namely, the 
absence of in-person auditions. 
Baldauf estimates at least 90 
percent of commercial casting is 
conducted via Zoom or a video 
an actor records on their own. 

Local actor Bob Williams misses 
face-to-face auditions and credits 
one in particular with his landing 
a principal role in a Seattle Cancer 
Care Alliance commercial in 2016. 
During the 20-second spot, which 
aired on television and the internet, 
a voice actor stresses the impor-
tance of healthy choices as Williams 
is surrounded by co-workers in 
a breakroom and distracted by a 
box of donuts. Instead of eating 
an entire donut, he takes the voice 
actor’s advice and cuts it in half, 
then quarters, making a healthier 
choice than eating an entire donut. 

“I kind of won them over in the 
audition room,” he recalled. “I was 
just casually talking with one of the 
producers, the director, and a couple 
of other people when we ended 
up having a funny conversation 
about Cancun and Señor Frog’s.” 
When it came time to audition, 
Williams said his performance was 
natural because he had already 
been talking and laughing with 

the crew. “I was a real person,” he 
added. “I think that came through 
in the commercial. If I got asked to 
audition for that commercial today, 
I’d be in my living room setting 
up, shooting, and directing my 
self-taped audition, which might 
not bring out that connection.”

Actor and comedian Pearl Lam 
represents a new generation 
of actors pursuing commercial 
work. Lam graduated from the 
University of Washington in 2020 
with Bachelor of Arts degrees in 
Marketing and Cinema and Media 
Studies. A few years ago, she landed 
her first major commercial—a 
30-second Taco Time spot you 
might have seen in heavy television 
and internet rotation. Relaxing in a 
heavily wooded area, kicking back 
in a foldable chair, and taking in a 
view of Deception Pass while eating 
a Taco Time burrito and Mexi-Fries, 
Lam is startled for a moment—
wide-eyed and suspicious after 
hearing mysterious noises—before 
she shrugs and returns to her meal. 
Lam has no lines, but her comedic 
acting chops and facial expressions 
are hilarious—extensions of her 
YouTube channel, which features 
comedy sketches and boasts more 
than 33,000 subscribers, and her 
improv and comedy performances 
at Jet City Improv, ComedySportz 
Seattle, and 18th & Union.

“The director told me that out 
of all the auditions they received, 
mine was the only one that made 
them laugh,” Lam said. “That 
was a really nice compliment.”

Lam has since filmed com-
mercials for Microsoft, Amazon, 
and SwissWater Decaf, all of which 
enlist some level of comedy and 
improvisation. “Humor is big in 
commercials because it’s easier to 

“The director told me that out of all the  
auditions they received, mine was the only one 
that made them laugh.” 

6   



sell products when there’s comedy,” 
Lam explained. “Most casting calls 
I get call for humor, which is one of 
my strong suits. Sometimes, they 
don’t even write the lines. They just 
give you the topic and tell you to 
film yourself riffing on it. It varies 
from project to project, director 
to director.” One of her favorite 
commercials was a Tik-Tok-style 
job for Amazon, where the directors 
gave her a bare-bones structure 
and asked her to improvise. 

“I’m a full-time actor,” Lam 
said. “I’m not working a day job 
at the moment. For people trying 
to make a living from acting, you 
have to factor in commercials. 
But a lot of the commercials 
are non-union and tend to pay 
less. It can be pretty hard.”

Like many local actors, Lam isn’t 
ready to leave the stage entirely 
for commercials. She wrote and 
performed the solo show XXX Island 
at 18th and Union in January and 
performed in the dramatic sci-fi 
adventure play Once More, Just For 
You at Seattle Public Theater in 
February. “Acting and creative work 
are rewarding,” she added. “I don’t 
fully get that from commercials.”

Todd Matthews is a Seattle-
based writer, editor, and journalist 
whose work has appeared 
in Earshot Jazz, HistoryLink, Real 
Change, Seattle magazine, and other 
publications in print and online over 
the past 25 years. A graduate of the 
University of Washington and the 
author of three non-fiction books, 
he has earned four awards from the 
Society of Professional Journalists.
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“Intimate, funny,
and heartbreaking.”

-The New Yorker

acttheatre.org



The 
Word 
Around 
Town
Do you keep up 
to date on all 
the news and 
reviews for Seattle 
performances? 
Match the quote 
from a review to 
the correct title 
or artist of an 
upcoming show.

Conrad Tao

1 
“A vivid glimpse into the personal costs of living 
in limbo as a Dreamer.”—DC Theater Arts

2 
“…an interesting player, robust and full-blooded 
in his approach.”—The Guardian

3 
“…a collection of extraordinarily versatile 
movement artists who can dance pretty 
much anything.”—San Francisco Chronicle

4 
“It is an adorable piece that is seldom done, 
so you will have little to compare it to, 
but no need to—just enjoy and laugh.”
—Around the Town Chicago

5 
“Her phrasing is elastic, her accents and 
dynamics sometimes unorthodox, and she 
knows which changes are the right ones to 
make when she feels ‘a sense of inevitability.’”
—The Boston Globe

6 
“A captivating story that’s intimate, funny, 
and heartbreaking in equal measure.”
—The New Yorker

1) F—Sanctuary City; 2) A—Conrad Tao; 
3) B—Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater;
4) E—Something’s Afoot; 5) C—Hélène Grimaud; 
6) D—Stew

A 
Conrad Tao 

B 
Alvin Ailey 
American Dance 
Theater

C 
Hélène Grimaud

D 
Stew

E 
Something’s 
Afoot

F 
Sanctuary City
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By Zora Howard
Directed by Claudine Mboligikpelani Nako

March 15 – 31, 2024

CAST
Kataka Corn* – Lil’ Mama

Varinique “V” Davis – Nelly
Shermona Mitchell – Lillian
Shaunyce Omar* – Mama

Lexi Warden – Lil’ Mama Understudy

CREATIVE TEAM
Claudine Mboligikpelani Nako† – Director

Parmida Ziaei – Scenic Design
Danielle Nieves – Costume Design

Connie Yun† – Lighting Design
Erin Bednarz – Sound Design

Jasmine Lomax – Intimacy Consultant
Quetzie Taborga – Casting Director

Thorn Michaels – Assistant Lighting Designer
 

STAGE MANAGEMENT

Anna Vraney* – Stage Manager
Isabella Marziello – Production Assistant

World Premiere of STEW was produced by PAGE 73 PRODUCTIONS 
(Michael Walkup, Artistic Director; Amanda Feldman, Managing Director; and Rebecca Yaggy, Director of Development)

Special Thanks: 
Julie Renée Butler; Claude and Alex Howard; Michael Walkup; Kari Olmon; Page 73’s 2019 Interstate 72 Cohort; Colette Robert; Portia; Kristin Dodson; Toni Lachelle Pollitt; 

Nikkole Salter; the entire creative team of STEW’s NYC Premiere produced by Page 73 Productions; Justin Emeka; Collaborative Artists Bloc (CAB); Keiana Richárd; Deborah 
Stein; Marybeth Ward; and Dominique Morisseau.

For Tajai Rice.

And 
For all of the women who raised me.

*Members of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States

†ACT Core Company member

STEW is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of Samuel French, Inc www.concordtheatricals.com

Theatre and Season Partners

KATHARYN 
ALVORD GERLICH
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PATRON INFORMATION

During the Show
The videotaping or making of 
electronic or other audio and/or 
visual recordings or streams in any 
medium, including the internet, is 
strictly prohibited, a violation of the 
author(s)’s rights and actionable 
under United States copyright law. 
For more information, please visit:

https://concordtheatricals.com/
resources/protecting-artists 

Audience members are cordially 
reminded to silence all electronic 
devices. 

Please do not walk on the stage 
before, during, or after the show.

Food and Drink
Bar service and concessions are 
available in the lobby. Cash and cards 
accepted. No outside food or drink is 
allowed.

Group Sales
Groups of 10 or more can save 
on most productions. For more 
information, go to acttheatre.org/visit/
discounts.

Smoking Policy
Smoking is NOT allowed in any part 
of the building or within 25 feet of the 
entrance.

Firearms Policy
No firearms of any kind are allowed in 
any part of the building.

Lost and Found
Please contact the Box Office at 
boxoffice@acttheatre.org or call 
206.292.7676. For Box Office hours 
visit acttheatre.org/visit/box-office

COVID Safety Policy
ACT’s COVID-19 safety policies 
will continue to be reviewed and 
updated based on the advice of 
local health authorities, federal 
government guidance, and evolving 
circumstances. 

Accessibility
ACT offers the Figaro MobiTxt® 
Closed Captioning System for 
audience members who are Deaf 
or hard of hearing. This system is 
offered at all performances in most 
of our theatres. ACT is also equipped 
with the Williams Sound® Audio 
Equipment, which amplifies stage 
sounds with the aid of headsets and 
also provides sound for our Audio 
Description performances. Both 
devices can be reserved at the time 
of ticket purchase and/or requested 
upon arrival to the theatre at the 
Accessibility table (please ask staff for 
assistance).

Large Print Programs are available 
and can be picked up at our 
Accessibility table.

Audio Description and American 
Sign Language (ASL) interpretation is 
offered at the following performances:

STEW, Saturday, March 30 at 2pm

The Lehman Trilogy, Saturday, May 11 
at 2pm

ACT Contemporary Theatre 
Contact Information
700 Union Street, Seattle, WA 98101 
Phone: 206.292.7676 
acttheatre.org

A-2   ACT Contemporary Theatre



The Tucker women have been on our minds for a long time. We first fell 
for them three years ago when ACT’s Curation Committee read the play 
together. “I never wanted to leave that kitchen” was a comment uttered 
by one of our committee members that echoes back to me whenever 
someone asks about this play. 

Families and food are two of the defining influences that shape our lives, 
and bringing them together as both the backdrop and the substance of this story was one of Zora 
Howard’s beautiful tactics in creating the powerful delivery system for the world she asks us to 
contemplate.

The sharpness of the writing captured us, but what drew us back to this script again and again was 
the clear reflection of humanity. The humor, the characters, the relationships, and the complexity 
and contradictions of family that are so recognizable. These all take place in the most universal of all 
locations.

In the kitchen, as we participate in the act of living our bonds are built, our walls come down, our 
secrets are revealed, and vulnerabilities are laid bare.  

Looking into Mama’s kitchen as shaped by Zora Howard we can see how one generation affects 
the next and, in our struggle to break the cycle of a previous generation, powerful echoes are heard 
and seen. 

As a child I watched and listened as my grandmother shared all her wisdom with her three daughters 
in the kitchen while she prepared recipes handed down from the old country. Roll the dough and 
talk about the goings on in our town. Create the filling and gossip about the most recent church 
service. Boil the stock and share the fear that keeps you up at night. Evenly place the filling on the 
dough as you offer your compassion and experience. Cut the dough into squares and exchange 
your fellowship in loneliness. Twist the dough and crack the joke that dispels the preciousness and 
reminds you that humor is the best medicine. Twist the dough around the filling and offer guidance 
and grace. While the recipes are different, what is learned in the kitchen shapes our lives and echoes 
into generations. 

A Letter from the  
Artistic Director 
JOHN LANGS

“In the kitchen… our walls 
come down, our secrets are 

revealed, and vulnerabilities 
are laid bare.”

encorespotlight.com   A-3



A Letter from Director 
CLAUDINE 
MBOLIGIKPELANI 
NAKO

echo (from Oxford Languages)
noun
1. a sound or series of sounds caused by the reflection of sound waves from a surface 
back to the listener.
2. a close parallel or repetition of an idea, feeling, style, or event.

verb
1. (of a sound) be repeated or reverberate after the original sound has stopped.
2. (of an object, movement, or event) be reminiscent of or have shared characteristics 
with.

On STEW...

Phrases repeat:
Each time with subtle riffs upon the tune.
Notes bent or squeezed or changes in the rhythm
Put emphasis on words you may have missed.

Great histories echo through these women’s lives
Of dreams and fears and secrets held too tight,
Of breaking points. Of broken points. Of love
And grief and sorrow for a fractured world.

She prays for peace and echoes just grow louder.

Now listen. Do you hear the phrase repeat?
What’s new this time?

 -   Claudine Mboligikpelani Nako

I know all the words. I just don’t remember the order.
Time gets a little... tricky. Or, it gets trickier with time.

-Mama, STEW [Act I, Sc. 1]

A-4   ACT Contemporary Theatre



ACT has renewed our commitment to our mission, values, culture, 
and the creation of New Works. We are publishing them here to 

invite conversation and hold ourselves accountable.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT
ACT Contemporary Theatre acknowledges that the land on which this theatre stands is part of the ancestral 

homelands of the Muckleshoot, Suquamish, Duwamish, Snoqualmie, and Tulalip peoples along the 
waterways of the Salish Sea. We honor the 29 federally recognized sovereign nations within the state of 

Washington as well as the many other unrecognized peoples in this area.

As we gather and strive to share stories of our world with joy and clarity, we honor with gratitude the 
original stewards and storytellers of these lands — past, present, and future. We value the immense 

contributions, sacrifices and resilience of Indigenous People here, and fully acknowledge the profound 
multi-generational impact that colonization has had on Native people everywhere, including ongoing 

disparities, racism, and political and social INVISIBILITY. To heal, we need truth and understanding that 
everyone actively participates in, together.

This land acknowledgment is one small act in recognizing the importance of continuing to care for the land 
and acknowledge our important relationship with the original people of this place we call home who are still 

here. We are all in relationship to each other.

OUR MISSION
ACT is a contemporary theatre where artistic ambition and civic engagement unite.

OUR VALUES
We are people-led and art-centered.

We believe in creating a safe space in 
which to do dangerous work.

We depend on each other for 
clear, honest, and responsible 

communication.

We believe that the building of excellent 
art is risky and joyful, and takes time.

We strive to ensure that artistic trust is 
baked into the way we work.

WE BELIEVE
ACT STATEMENT OF VALUES 

AND COMMITMENTS

ACT believes in the power of theatre to change lives. For too long, 
the lives of our institution has focused on have been predominantly 

white and able-bodied. We acknowledge that ACT has worked 
inside biased systems that have continued to center only a small 
group of our global community. We want our art to be joyful and 
our work to have a spirit of adventure, so we commit to building 
thoughtful guardrails to bolster an environment where we can all 

be brave and buoyant together.

Developed by the Staff, Core Company and Trustees of ACT 
Contemporary Theatre, this statement of values and commitments 

was created to ensure the well-being of artists, collaborators, 
board members, and staff to engage in the spirit of an ever-

improving process. 
See a PDF of 
our 'We Believe" 
document.

encorespotlight.com   A-5
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2022 Tony Winner for Best Play!

Stefano
Massini

by

Ben Power
adapted by

John Langs
directed by

April 26 - May 12April 26 - May 12

acttheatre.org
206.292.7676
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food, music, drinks, & more!
to  purchase t ickets ,  contact  k r is t ine .haro ldson@acttheat re .o rg 

friday, april 19 @7pm

THANK YOU TO OUR
INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS!

As the leading voice for contemporary theatre in the Pacifi c Northwest, ACT is 
deeply grateful for the support of our donors. Thank you to these Institutional 
Partners and more who power audacious theatre and bold New Works!

Join ACT in creating bold, relevant theatre while elevating your business and offering 
your employees and clients exclusive benefi ts. Our corporate sponsor tiers begin 
at $5,000 and provide unique marketing opportunities that place your organization 
center stage.

We can fi nd a partnership opportunity that works for you. To learn
more, please email Katie McKenna, Development Offi cer for Institutional 
Partnerships, at katie.mckenna@acttheatre.org.
We look forward to working with you!



CAST

Kataka Corn* 
(they/them)
Lil’ Mama

Kataka Corn is 
honored to make their 
ACT debut! Select 

Credits: Hedwig and The Angry Inch 
(Yitzhak) at ArtsWest, The Wiz (Dorothy) 
and Afterwords (Jo u/s) at The 5th Avenue 
Theatre, and Mamma Mia! (Sophie u/s, 
Ensemble) at Village Theatre. Kataka is 
grateful for the support of their community 
and family. 

Varinique Davis 
(she/her)
Nelly

Grandma 4eva. Love 
to the dolls <3 Enjoy! 
linktr.ee/VDavis515

Shermona 
Mitchell 
(she/they)
Lillian

Shermona Mitchell 
is an actor, director, 

and adaptor, transplanted in Seattle by 
way of Kentucky. In addition to working 
artistically for over two decades in 
Seattle, Shermona has enjoyed a myriad 
of opportunities both nationally across 
Washington, Oregon, and Pennsylvania 
and internationally in Canada and 
Turkmenistan. Shermona’s work has 
been seen on stages at The 5th Avenue 
Theatre, Sound Theatre Company, ACT, 
Intiman Theatre, Washington Ensemble 
Theatre, Seattle Children’s Theatre, 
Book-It Repertory Theatre, Anything is 
Possible Theatre, and theater simple, 
among many others. Shermona also 
serves as Co-Artistic Director for Sound 
Theatre Company.

Who’s Who in STEW *Member of AEA
† Member of ACT Core Company

Shaunyce 
Omar*
Mama

Shaunyce Omar 
holds a B.A degree 
in Theatre from 

Southern University and A&M College. 
Her regional credits include: Seattle Rep, 
The 5th Avenue Theatre, Intiman Theatre, 
True Colors Theatre, Village Theatre, The 
Ensemble Theatre Houston, Alley Theatre, 
and TUTS. National Tour: Menopause 
the Musical. TV/ Film credits include The 
Librarians, Last Seen In Idaho, and Portal 
Runner. Her voice can also be heard as 
the character Madison Grant in the State 
of Decay: Lifeline video game. Shaunyce 
is the recipient of two Gregory, Footlight, 
Broadway World, and The 5th Avenue 
Theatre Subscriber’s Choice awards. 
In addition to stage and screen work, 
Omar is a teaching artist and has taught 
in both public and private schools, arts 
organizations, and overseas as a Master 
Sensei of Gospel Music in Japan. “Lead 
With Love” 

Lexi Warden 
(she/her)
Lil’Mama Understudy

Lexi Warden is 
a theatre artist, 
educator, and 

advocate based in Seattle. She is 
incredibly grateful to make her ACT debut 
amongst such a fantastic group of artists. 
Recent credits include Laurel in The Flight 
Before Xmas (Macha Theatre Works), 
Roxy in ROE (Whidbey Island Center for 
the Arts), choreographer for Comedy of 
Errors at Seattle Shakespeare Company, 
associate choreographer/Swing for Miss 
You Like Hell at Strawberry Theatre 
Workshop, and assistant choreographer 
for Public Works: The Tempest at Seattle 
Rep. 

CREATIVE

Zora Howard
Playwright

Zora Howard is a 
Harlem-bred writer 
and performer. 
Plays include STEW 

(2021 Pulitzer Prize Finalist; Page 73 
Productions); THE MASTER’S TOOLS 
(Williamstown Theatre Festival); BUST 
(2022 Susan Smith Blackburn Prize 
Finalist; 2022 L. Arnold Weissberger 
New Play Award Finalist); HANG TIME 
(2022 Creative Capital Award Finalist); 
and GOOD FAITH. Her work has been 
developed at Ojai Playwrights Conference, 
SPACE at Ryder Farm, The Lark, Primary 
Stages, and Cape Cod Theatre Project, 
among others. In 2020, her film Premature 
(2020 Film Independent John Cassavetes 
Award nominee), which she co-wrote with 
director Rashaad Ernesto Green, opened 
in theaters following its world premiere at 
the 2019 Sundance Film Festival. Zora is 
the inaugural Judith Champion Fellow at 
MTC, a 2022 Lilly Award and Helen Merrill 
Award recipient and is currently under 
commission from Seattle Rep, MTC, and 
Wessex Grove. 

Erin Bednarz
Sound Design

Erin Bednarz works in sound, music, 
production, and performance. Awards: 
LA Drama Critics Circle, Gregory (Seattle, 
WA), Broadway World (Regional). Press 
mentions: Wall Street Journal, New York 
Times. Off-Broadway: MAC BETH (Red 
Bull, Hunter Theater Project, Seattle Rep), 
The Convent (Rattlestick). Regional: Sara 
Porkalob’s The Dragon Cycle (Pittsburgh 
Public, American Rep, Marin Theatre 
Company, Center Rep, Diversionary, 
Intiman); A Few Good Men (Pittsburgh 
Public); Teenage Dick. Public Works’ The 
Tempest, Lydia and the Troll (Seattle 
Rep); The Year of Magical Thinking, The 
Thin Place (ACT); Choir Boy (ACT/5th 
Avenue); Wonder Boy, Spring Awakening 
(5th Avenue); The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz (Seattle Children’s); Wild Horses, Two 
Mile Hollow (Intiman). Teaching: Pomona 
College, Cal Poly, NYU, Atlantic Acting 
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School, Cornish College of the Arts, 
University of Washington. @play__pranks

Jasmine Lomax
Intimacy Consultant

Jasmine Lomax is a Cornish College 
of the Arts Original Works graduate 
working tirelessly to help shape the 
Seattle Theater Community into a healthy, 
creative, and collaborative environment. 
Some of their recent credits include 
Trouble in Mind (director) with the Burien 
Actors Theatre, The Niceties (associate 
director/ fight choreographer) with Intiman 
Theatre, Tiara’s Hat Parade (director) with 
Book-It Repertory Theatre, Pass Over 
(intimacy director/ co-fight choreographer) 
with The Spot Sun Valley, This Bitter Earth 
(intimacy director) with Seattle Public 
Theater, and The Bonesetter’s Daughter 
(assistant director) with Book-It Repertory 
Theatre. For fun, follow them on Instagram 
(@jasmineissublime) for more information 
on upcoming projects and to take a 
peek at their work with Delta Dental of 
Washington as the Tooth Fairy! 

Isabella Marziello 
(she/her/ella)
Production Assistant

Isabella Marziello is thrilled to be joining 
ACT for STEW! Isabella’s credits include; 
Village Theatre: Beautiful: The Carole 
King Musical, Hello Dolly!, How to Break, 
ArtsWest: Q Brothers Christmas Carol, 
Washington Ensemble Theatre: Dream 
Hou$e, Seattle Children’s Theatre: The 
Boy Who Kissed the Sky, In the Forest 
Grim, Seattle Repertory Theatre: Emerald 
City Development Workshop, Bruce, and 
Ghosts. Isabella holds a B.A. in Theatre 
Arts from University of Puget Sound. In 
her free time, she enjoys reading and 
hiking through the forest. She sends her 
thanks to her friends and wonderful fiancé 
for their constant love and support. 

Thorn Michaels
Assistant Lighting Designer

Thorn Michaels has designed and assisted 
for The 5th Avenue Theatre, Seattle 
Opera, Village Theatre, Seattle Repertory 
Theatre, Seattle Children’s Theatre, ACT, 

Santa Fe Playhouse, Kentucky Opera, 
Lincoln Center, Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater, San Francisco Opera, 
New York City Ballet, and others. She 
was the 2016 Gilbert Hemsley intern and 
holds an M.F.A. in lighting design from the 
University of Washington. For more about 
her work, please visit thornmichaels.com. 

Claudine Mboligikpelani 
Nako†

Director

Claudine Mboligikpelani Nako is a 
multifaceted artist whose work includes 
directing, teaching, performing, and 
collaborating with innovators who spark 
her curiosity. Nako is the writer and 
composer of the musical Photosynthesis 
(photosynthesismusical.com) which was 
developed at the 2023 JMF Writers Grove 
at Goodspeed Musicals and featured 
in Goodspeed’s 2024 Festival of New 
Musicals. Associate directing credits: 
Sweat (ACT); Songs for a New World, 
Mamma Mia! (Village). Performance 
credits: The Crucible, A Christmas Carol, 
Dracula, Mr. Burns: A Post-Electric Play 
(ACT); As You Like It, A Raisin in the Sun 
(Seattle Rep); Little Bee (Book-It); Red 
Riding Hood, Snow White (SCT); My 
Heart is the Drum, Big River (Village); 
and A Bright Room Called Day (Williams 
Project). Film/TV: Raising Dion, Outside 
In, Everything Sucks! (Netflix); Three Busy 
Debras (HBO Max); Grimm (NBC). Nako is 
a proud member of AEA & SAG-AFTRA. 

Danielle Nieves (she/her)
Costume Designer

Danielle Nieves is thrilled to be back with 
the wonderful artists at ACT. Her work 
has been seen previously at ACT (A Case 
for the Existence of God, Every Brilliant 
Thing), The 5th Avenue Theatre, Seattle 
Repertory Theatre, Village Theatre, The 
Old Globe, Dallas Theater Center, South 
Coast Repertory, Goodman Theatre, St. 
Louis Shakespeare Festival, Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival, and Cleveland 
Playhouse. Off-Broadway credits: Pity in 
History, No End of Blame, Gertrude The 
Cry, and Lovesong of the Electric Bear for 
PTP/NYC at the Atlantic Stage 2. Danielle 

holds an M.F.A. in Costume Design from 
the University of California Irvine and 
a curatorial certification for Japanese 
and Western costumes from the Kyoto 
Costume Institute. daniellenieves.com 

Quetzie Taborga (they/them)
Casting Director

Quetzie Taborga is a Neurodivergent, 
Queer, Fat Latine artist and healer 
with a cute lil patchy beard. They are 
a storyteller, activist, and educator 
who revels in the power and impact of 
works written for and by the historically 
oppressed. They have worked locally with 
Seattle Opera, The 5th Avenue Theatre, 
Village Theatre, Seattle Rep, and others, 
as well as regional theatres across the 
country. They are currently in the process 
of obtaining their master’s degree in 
Couple and Family Therapy, specializing in 
Drama Therapy. “We must be impatient for 
change. Let us remember that our voice 
is a precious gift and we must use it.” - 
Claudia Flores 

Anna Vraney* (she/her)
Stage Manager

Anna Vraney is beyond thrilled to be 
back at ACT for this production. Some 
previous credits include Choir Boy (ACT), 
Hello Dolly! (Village Theatre), Goodnight 
Moon (Seattle Children’s Theatre), Into 
the Woods (The 5th Avenue Theatre), 
Shout, Sister, Shout!, The Children (Seattle 
Repertory Theatre), and Always… Patsy 
Cline (Taproot).

Connie Yun† (she/her)
Lighting Designer

Connie Yun is pleased to return to ACT 
where she last designed A Case for the 
Existence of God. Recent Seattle area 
designs include Samson and Delilah for 
Seattle Opera and the world premiere of 
The Boy Who Kissed the Sky for Seattle 
Children’s Theatre. Other recent designs 
include L’Allegro, il Penseroso, ed il 
Moderato for Curtis Opera Theatre, The 
Marriage of Figaro at Portland Opera and 
New Orleans Opera, The Royal Shepherd 
at Orpheus PDX, and La Cenerentola at 
Kentucky Opera. She has also designed 
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for Seattle Rep, The 5th Avenue Theatre, 
Tacoma Opera, Hawaii Opera Theatre, 
Palm Beach Opera, and Madison Opera. 
Upcoming engagements include Madame 
Butterfly for Opera Philadelphia, Maria 
de Buenos Aires for Florentine Opera, 
and Salome for Des Moines Metro Opera. 
Connie is a Core Company member for 
ACT, member of United Scenic Artists 
Local USA-829, and mentor with the ETC 
Fred Foster Student Mentorship Program. 
connieyun.com 

Parmida Ziaei (she/her)
Scenic Designer

Parmida Ziaei is an Iranian 
multidisciplinary artist and designer based 
in Seattle and the co-founder of Seda 
Iranian Theatre Ensemble. Parmida has 

Who’s Who in STEW *Member of AEA
† Member of ACT Core Company

ACT operates under agreements with 
the following:

This theatre operates under an agreement 
between the League of Resident Theatres 
and Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of 
Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the 
United States.

Introducing ACT’s 
community partner for 
STEW, Acts on Stage

been a scenic and production designer 
with many Seattle theaters including ACT, 
Village Theatre, Seattle Shakespeare 
Company, ArtsWest, Taproot Theatre, and 
Seattle Public Theater, among others. 
When not designing, Parmida performs, 
choreographs and teaches as a movement 
artist. Parmida has been the recipient of 
multiple residencies including the Summer 
of 2023 Body, Space, Time Residency 
at UW Department of Dance and 2022 
Northwest Creator Residency at Village 
Theatre. parmidaziaei.com
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Let ACT 
Contemporary 

Theatre’s stage be 
your classroom!

ACT’s unique Engage the Stage program invites students to experience a theatre production in a dynamic 
learning environment. Recommended for 6-12th grade and college classrooms.

Explore the magic and the making of theatre through up-close conversations with theatre professionals about 
their craft, careers, and connection to the play.

Energize your classroom with experiential learning and new perspectives. Ignite passion and curiosity in the 
arts as we actively demonstrate how theatre activates your curriculum – and your life.

Engage the Stage introduces students to different approaches to creative pathways, and shows how culture, 
academics, art, tech, and science collaborate in powerful storytelling.

» Hear directly from the actors and members of the creative team about their artistic process

» Watch an excerpt from our professional production to see them in action with full costumes, set, 
and production elements

» Discuss further in a deep-dive Q&A

The practicality and poetry of 
metaphor: As 3 generations of 

women cook together on stage, how 
do we bring out the metaphors of 

recipes and legacy while also actually 
cooking stew?

March 26 at 11am

The theatricality of history: How do 
3 actors create an epic sense of scale 

and bring history alive in a way that 
only theatre can? 

May 7 at 11am

Tickets: $12/student, 1 free chaperone per 10 6-12th grade students. Additional chaperone tickets are $12.
Contact groups@acttheatre.org to reserve your tickets.

Students and chaperones are invited to use their Engage the Stage ticket to return and see a regular 
public performance for free! (Subject to availability)
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ACT Staff
EXECUTIVE
John Langs
Artistic Director

Michael Ross
Interim Managing Director

ARTISTIC
Shana Bestock
Artistic Associate, Education and 
Engagement

Margaret Layne
Casting

BOX OFFICE
Amber Granger
Box Office Representative

Peter Hiebert
Box Office Manager

Jeremy Jackson
Box Office Assistant Manager

Christina Liburd
Box Office Lead

DEVELOPMENT
Madyson Ellars
Individual Giving Manager

Kristine Haroldson
Stewardship and Events Coordinator

Joceline Hitchcox-Lain
Development Assistant

Katie McKenna
Development Officer for Institutional 
Partnerships

Jill Robinson
Director of Development

FINANCE
Zinka Galusic
Director of Finance

Kevin Peterson
Staff Accountant

Summer Stack
Finance Department Assistant

IT SUPPORT
InterPlay

LEGAL REPRESENTATION
Dresden Law PLLC
Foster Garvey PC
Pacifica Law Group

MARKETING, SALES, AND 
COMMUNICATIONS
Tess Berger
Creative Brand Manager

Colleen Flanigan
Interim Director of Marketing and Sales

Amber Granger
Marketing Associate

Nathaniel Pulse
Sales and Marketing Analyst

McKenna Themm
Digital Content and Communications 
Manager

Michelle Sanders Communications
Public Relations

OPERATIONS
Charlie Warden
Director of Facility Operations

PATRON SERVICES
Tanya Wanchena
Patron Services Manager

Patron Services Staff
Monica Axelsen 
Dano Beal 
Renee Boehlke 
Talia Colten 
Maria Durham 
Natalia Elston 
Karen Gillespie 
Truxton Ivory 
Coco Justino 
Marlene Lahaise 
Lynn Lambie 
Alfreda Lanier 
Mel Longley 
Kwan Lui 
Sarah Meltzer 
Spencer Moore 
Tracie Nettles 
Maryann Palmer 
Louis Paquette 
Markus Rook 
Sharen Spencer 
Summer Stack 
Erin Sutter 
Katy Swensen 
Carole Sykes 
Dominic Wolfgang Wallace 
Claudia Webb

Shaunyce Omar as Mama in 
STEW; image by Howard Shack
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PEOPLE & CULTURE
Astrid Helgeson
Director of People and Culture

PRODUCTION
Lisa Bellero
Head Scenic Painter

Zachary Burns
Head Audio Technician

Jae Dooley
Costume Shop Assistant

Chandler Eichele
Stage Operations Swing Technician

Nick Farwell
Stage Operations Supervisor

Melissa Gomez
First Hand / Swing Dresser /  
Head Crafts Artisan

Justine Halsey-Martin
Lead Props Artisan

Joel Herrera
Head Props Artisan

Cal Hostetler
Lead Scenic Carpenter

Ada Karamanyan
Production Office Manager

Eric Koch
Technical Director

Sally Mellis
Head Dresser

Alyssa Montgomery
Senior Director of Production

Nick Murel
Associate Technical Director

James Nichols
Head Stage Carpenter

A G Quinn
Lead Scenic Carpenter

Jeff Scott
Scenic Charge Artist

Valerie Snyder
Head Draper

Logan Thomas
Head Electrician

Jason Tribby
Head Scenic Carpenter

Christine Tschirgi
Costume Shop Manager

Cedric Wright
Prop Shop Manager

FOR THIS PRODUCTION
W. Jax Averna
Adam Zopfi-Hulse
Scenic Carpenters

Britta Baer-Simon
Theresa Oborn
Stephanie Watson
Props Artisans

Kelly Caffey
Stitcher

Jeremy Hollis
Scenic Assistant

Marty Sisk
Electrician

Kevin Wilson
Painter

ACT Core Company
Anne Allgood

Christine Marie Brown
Joshua Castille

Avery Clark
Khanh Doan

Yussef El Guindi
Keiko Green

Rachel Guyer-Mafune

Reginald André Jackson
Claudine Mboligikpelani Nako

Brandon O’Neill
M.L. Roberts

Chip Sherman
Jasmine Jean Sim

Adam Standley
Ray Tagavilla

Nathaniel Tenenbaum
Tori Thompson

Amy Thone
Connor Toms

Lindsay Welliver
R. Hamilton Wright

Connie Yun

ACT Artist Under Commission
Andrew Lee Creech

ACT Staff
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ACT Leadership

Board of Trustees 
Cynthia Huffman – Chair

Erika Nesholm – Secretary
Gary Houlahan – Treasurer

Bill Kuhn
John Langs*

Brian Markham
Al Roundtree
Ben Spicer

Hana Tadesse
Bob Wright

*Ex-Officio

Foundation Board
Kermit Anderson – President
Brad Fowler – Vice President
Gary Houlahan – Treasurer
Jim Minorchio – Secretary

Trevor Cobb
Cynthia Huffman

Rachel McCracken
Sheila Smith

Advisory Council
Sheena Aebig

Kermit Anderson
Joan Dee Barokas

Kurt Beattie*
Dr. Eric Bennett

Laurie Besteman
Jeannie M. Falls

John H. Faris
Charles Fitzgerald

Brad Fowler
Katharyn Alvord Gerlich

Carolyn H. Grinstein
Sara Comings Hoppin
C. David Hughbanks

Kate Janeway
Jonathan D. Klein

Diane Lind
Jane W. Lyons

Nadine H. Murray
Douglas E. Norberg

Dr. George Ojemann
Kristin G. Olson
Eric Pettigrew

Pamela Powers
Katherine L. Raff
Suzanne Ragen
Catherine Roach
Jo Anne Rosen
Faye Sarkowsky
Carlo Scandiuzzi

Barry Scovel
Susan Trapnell

Brian Turner
George V. Willoughby

Richard C. Clotfelter
Esther Schoenfeld

Emeritus Council

*Artistic Director Emeritus
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Visit our restaurant partners before
or after the show!

1600 9th Ave, Seattle, WA   |   206.844.9710
EthanStowellRestaurants.com/restaurants

621 Union St, Seattle, WA   |   206.736.7888
EthanStowellRestaurants.com/restaurants

1100 Pike Street, Seattle, WA  |  206.432.9355
ZaikaSeattle.com

Downtown Seattle location closed for winter. 
Visit Alexandria Nicole Cellars at one of their 
Woodinville locations!



THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
ACT gratefully recognizes all donors of $1 and more in alphabetical order. 

This list refl ects donations made August 2022 — February 2024.

A-E 
Lureane Aagard ^ 
Allen Adams & Alayne Cartales  
Bill & Janette Adamucci  
Sheena Aebig & Eric Taylor ^ 
Allan & Anne Affleck ^ 
David Aggerholm & Gwendolyn 
Lundberg ^ 
Karen Aho  
Anmol Ahuja  
Alicia Akins  
Mary Alberg  
Kerry Albright & Donna Howard  
Kristen & Kerry Alexander  
Mona Al-Haddad & Marc Sellier ^ 
David Allais  
Joan Allen  
Anne Allgood and Bill Peria  
Elias & Karyl Alvord  
Laurie Amster-Burton  
Anna Anafi  
Connie Anderson & Tom Clement  
Gwen Anderson  
Jennifer L. Anderson  
Kermit & Danna Anderson ^᠅
Michael Anderson  
Renate & Croil Anderson  
Steve Anderson  
Troy & M.W. Anderson  
Jane & Brian Andrew  
Walter~ & Melinda Andrews ^ 
Jeanie Angersbach  
Anonymous (22) 
Nathan Antonio  
Paul Apostolidis  
Barbara Arau  
Harsh Aseeja  
Keith Ash & Kerry Keller-Ash  
Connie Aslaksen  
Amy Astle-Raaen  
Jay Athalye  
Diane & Jean-Loup Baer  
Belinda Bail  
Cary L. Bailey  
Hyunsoo Bak  
Eddie Baker  

Kendall & Sonia Baker  
Joyce Bamberger  
John & Eva Banbury ^ 
Mark & Heather Barbieri  
Donna Barker  
Sean Barnes  
Joan & Larry Barokas ^ 
William & Diana Baron ^ 
Stephen & Kathleen Barrett  
Margaret Barrie  
Anne Barry & Michael Macaulay  
Carol Batteen  
David Bauer  
Shawn Baz & Ellen Bezona ^ 
Therese L. Beale  
Courtney Bear  
Kurt Beattie & Marianne Owen  
Don Beaty & Carrie Sjaarda ^ 
Nancy Beaudet & Daniel Jacoby  
Julie Beckman & Paul Lippert  
Kathy Beckwith  
Sheryl Begoun ᠅
Anna Kate Belknap  
Andrew Bell  
Becky Benaroya ^ 
Jane & Albert Bender  
Dr. Eric Bennett ^ 
Stacey Bennetts  
Dr. Dick & Mrs. Lenore Bensinger  
Margaret Berger  
Neil & Bekki Bergeson ^ 
Lisa Bergstrom  
Ruth & Greg Berkman  
Luann & Irv Bertram ^ 
Jami Bess  
Laurie Besteman & Jack 
Lauderbaugh ^* 
In Honor of Shana Bestock  
Christopher Beza  
Peter & Fran Bigelow ^ 
Dennis Birch & Evette Ludman ^ 
Erik Birkeland  
Luther F. Black & C. Christina Wright  
Catherine Blake  
Diane Blake  
Rosemary & The Late David 
Blakemore  

Kathleen & Rupert Bledsoe  
Gregg Blodgett  
Beth Blosten  
William Bogardus  
Shirley Bollinger  
Cynthia Bolton  
John Bradshaw  
James Brashears  
David & Joyce Brewster  
Betsy Bridwell ᠅
Barry & Patricia Briggs  
Karin Britten  
Brooke Brod  
Henricus Broekmate  
Russell Brooks  
Flick Broughton & Judith Frey  
Lynn Brown  
Rachel Brown  
Capt. Wendell Brunk  
Val & Laura Brustad  
Steve Bryan  
Katharyn Bubelis ^ 
David Bucholtz  
Carol & Jonathan Buchter ^ 
William Buettner  
Todd Bullock  
Carl Bunje & Patricia Costello~ ^ 
Bruce Burger ^ 
Melanie & Rob Burgess  
Spencer Burnstead  
Mr. Arthur Burrill  
Teresa G. Burton  
Michael & Lynne Bush  
Jeanine Bushue  
Charles L. Butler III  
Gabriel Byram  
KC Caine  
Tim Callahan  
Patrick Callan  
Dr. William Calvin & Dr. Katherine 
Graubard ^ 
Tracy Cambron  
Liz & Justin Camelia  
Carrie Campbell  
Susan Campbell ^ 
Sonya & Tom Campion  

Kyra Canfield  
Samantha Caplan  
Sandra & C. Kent Carlson ^ 
B. Cassandra Carothers  
Frances J. Carr  
Sharon Carroll  
Susan Casagrande  
Mary Casey-Goldstein & Steve 
Goldstein  
Timothy Cassady Jr.  
Jon Chan  
John B. and Sallie C. Chaney ^ 
Jeannette Chanez  
Amy Chasanov  
Jean Chen * 
Isaac Cheruiyot  
Monique Chhabra  
Kannie Chim  
Mildred J. Chong  
Mateusz Cichenski  
Daniel & Sandra Ciske  
Linda Clapham  
Dr. Hugh and Mrs Suzanne F. Clark^ 
Joshua Clark  
Jacqueline K. Clemens  
Robert J. Clifford  
Judith & Robert Cline ^ 
Karen Coates  
Alton Cogert  
Martha Cohen Roe  
Cameron Colbo  
Dorothy Cole  
Zan & Stephan Collier ^ 
Tom & Susan Colligan  
Patricia & Theodore Collins ^ 
Roger Collison  
Ann Colowick  
Robert Coneybeer  
Katherine M. Cook  
Marie Coon  
Ms. Ellen Cooper  
Lisa Cooper  
Saundra Cope  
Lori Cora  
Paul Cornish & Karen Kramer  
Jay B. Cornwall  

^ Multi-Year Donor   * Falls Legacy Circle    ᠅ Volunteer                ~ Deceased

ACT Contemporary Theatre is proudly home 
to a dedicated, generous, and consistently 

curious Community of Creators.
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Kathy Cowles & Brad Chamberlain^ 
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Carmen & Carver Gayton  
Keith A. Gehrig, MFA  
Richard & Mary Beth Gemperle  
Mike Gerke and Susan Campbell  
Ira & Courtney Gerlich ^ 
Katharyn A. Gerlich ^* 
Sonja Gerrard  
Philip Gerson  
Lynn Gibson  
Adriana Gil Miner  
Tiffany D. Gilbert  
Shelley Gill  
Patricia Gilson  
Carla Ginnis  
Annalisa Gironi & Kevin McCarthy  
Bruce & Peggy Gladner  
Sara J. Glerum ^ 
Joanna Glickler  
Carol & Tal Godding ^* 
Michelle Goodman  
Robert Gorman  
Ronald Goss  
Gail M. Gosselin  
Connie Gould & Philip Rudman~ ^ 
Dick & Jan Gram  
John Grant  
Patti C. Grant  
Gray’s Custom Painting  
Marilyn Gray  
Bob Greco & Suzanne Schreiber  
Kelly & Jeffrey Greene  
Michael Greene  
Dr. Verena Grieco & Dr. Basil 
Grieco^ 

Linda and Don M Griffith  
John & Lissa Griffith  
Susan Griffith & Drew Fillipo ^ 
Alexander Grigorovitch & Vera 
Kirichuk ^ 
Mary & Vincent Guballa  
Mark Gunogson  
Penelope Guntermann & Michael 
Clifford ᠅
Alisa Gutierrez-Vitello  
Paul & Sheila Gutowski ^ 
Brian Guy  
Balika Haakanson  
Kyle Haakenson  
Duncan Haas & Birgit Walbaum  
Jerry & Sue Haas ^ 
Linda Haas ^ 
Janey Haberbush  
Brad Haeger  
Peg Haggerty ^ 
Cindy Hales  
Justine Halsey-Martin  
Deborah Hamm  
Diana Hancock  
Dana Hanna  
Lillian, Leonard, and Katie Hansen ^ 
Erik & Evy Haroldson  
Kristine Haroldson  
Mark & Sarah Anne Haroldson  
Bonnie Harper  
Marcia Harper ᠅
Maribeth R. Harper  
David Harrell  
Gretchen Harrell  
Dr. Jeffrey Harris & Dr. Judith 
Wasserheit ^ 
Nicholas Hart & Jennifer Weis  
Diana & Peter Hartwell  
Linda Hartzell  
Gregory Hauser  
Megan Hawgood  
Leanne Hawkins ^᠅
Katheryn Hayes  
Beverly Haywood  
Ivy Ran He  
Rodney & Jill Hearne * 
James & Barbara Heavey  
Susan & Richard Hecht ^ 
Nadine Heichel  
Courtney Heily  
Heinrich-Dahlheimer Foundation ^ 
Amy J. Henry MD ^ 
Drew & Dena Herbolich  
Leslie & Tim Herlich ^ 
Carol & Nevil Hermer  
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Joaquin Hernandez  
John Herrmann  
Timothy S. Hicks  
F. Randall~ & Barbara Hieronymus ^ 
Carolyn Higgins  
Taya Higgins  
John & Ellen Hill  
Megan Hill  
Tim & Margot Hill  
Ellis Hillinger  
Courtney Hillman  
Alison Hirsch  
Erin Hobson  
Jonathan Hoersch  
Jim & Linda Hoff ^ 
Kate Hokanson ^ 
Donna Holpainen ^ 
John Holt & Susan Trainor Holt ^ 
Blake Holway  
Cindy Hong  
Nancy Honssinger  
Leslie & Daniel Hopkins  
Edith Hoppin & Ron Scheyer  
Sara Hoppin ^ 
Sarah Horrigan ᠅ 
Margaret Hotchkiss  
Susan Hou  
Gary & Parul Houlahan ^*᠅

Chris Houts  
Sharelle Howard  
Cynthia & John Howe  
Mrs. Susan & Hon. Philip Hubbard ^ 
Cynthia Huffman & Ray Heacox ^ 
In Honor of Cynthia Huffman  
Jared Huffman  
Albert Hughes  
Bridget Hughes  
Cheryl Hughes  
Jeffrey Hull  
Dan & Connie Hungate ^ 
Paul C. Hunter  
Elisabeth & R. Peter Hurley ᠅
Ruth Hurwitz  
Isabelle Hyatt  
Thomas Hyde  
Susannah Iltis ^ 
Michelle Ingalls  
Donald Ingram  
David Ireland  
Dean M. Ishiki ^ 
Indira Ismailova  
Joel Ivey & Sheyrl Murdock ^ 
Steven Jackson  
Wendy Jackson ᠅
Stu & Sandy Jacobson ^ 
Lucy Jacques  

Joseph Jagod  
David James  
Ann Janes-Waller & Fletch Waller  
Dan & Linda Jardine  
Susan & Fred Jarrett  
Mark Jenkins  
William Jennings ^ 
Linda & Ernst Jensen  
Paula Jenson  
Judith Jesiolowski & David 
Thompson ^ 
Frederick Jestrab  
Christine Jew ᠅
Alex Jijina  
Martin Johansson  
Keith Johnsen  
David B. Johnson  
Kent Johnson & Cody Blomberg  
Kirste Johnson  
Kristina & Ted Johnson ^ 
Linda & Ted Johnson ^ 
Dr. Theodore E. Johnsrude  
Jay Johnston & Marylyn Ward  
Margaret Johnston  
Mary & Gifford Jones ^ 
Robert & Char Jones  
Stephanie & Steve Jones ᠅
Susan Jones & Chris Monck  

Duane & Erica Jonlin  
Erin Lee Jordan  
Lisa Joughin  
Lisa & Norman Judah ^    

K-O 
Katie Kadwell  
Dysa Kafoury  
Dr. Jeffrey Kaiser  
Fotini Kaklamanou & Nuno Dinis  
Joan Kalhorn  
Julia Kalmus & Abe Lillard ^ 
C.R. Kaplan ^ 
Paul Kassen ^ 
Ira Kaye  
Jill M. Keeney ^ 
Jodee Keller  
Martin Kelly  
Todd Kelly  
Angela Kernan  
Omie & Laurence Kerr ^ 
Lura & David Kerschner ^ 
Anne Kiemle & Kael Sherrard  
Jae Hee Kim  
Rithy Kim  
Wes Kim  
Gerrit Kischner  
Jackie Kiser  

T H A N K  Y O U !

FALLS LEGACY CIRCLE
Do you love ACT Contemporary Theatre? Power the future!

You can help the curtain stay up! It’s simple – name ACT as a 
benefi ciary of your retirement plan, life insurance policy, or other 

account. 
We will include you in the Falls Legacy Circle when you let us know 

you’ve named ACT as the beneficiary of an account or in your estate 
plans.

For more information or to inform us of your plans,
please contact Director of Development

Jill Robinson at jill.robinson@acttheatre.org.



Nancy L. Kiser  
Rany Kith  
Cathy Kitto ^ 
Lynne & Ricky Kjolso  
Dale Klein  
Lyn Klein  
Cindy Klettke ^ 
Rachel Klevit & Jerret Sale ^ 
Todd Klinka  
Kathryn Klosky  
Jorji Knickrehm  
Brian Knopp  
Peter Knudsen  
Lou Celia Koehler & Paul Blanchard  
Agastya & Marianna Kohli  
Allan & Mary Kollar  
Abbey Koory  
Kevin T. Koreis  
Ruth & Terry Korotzer  
Rashmi Koushik  
Mrs. Mary & Dr. George Kraft  
Ms. Lisa Kraus and Ms. Donna Hess  
Niyati Krauser  
Cari & Fred Kreitzberg  
Savannah Krenzel  
Cory Kringlen ^ 
Jeremy Kuhl  
Sean Kuhlmeyer  
Bill Kuhn & Patricia Daniels ^* 
John Kuhn  
Akshay Kulkarni ^ 
Deepak Kumar & Sushmita 
Srikant^ 
Susan Kunimatsu & Gary Epstein ^ 
Jim & Jean Kunz ^ 
Ned & Louise Kurabi
Edie Lackland ^ 
Sharon & Wayne Lamm  
Max & Shawn Langley ^ 
John Langs & Laura Griffith * 
Tamara Joanne Langton  
Jennifer Laramore  
William Larrimore ^ 
Frank Lawler & Ann McCurdy ^ 
Rhoda & Thomas Lawrence ^ 
Jo Anne Laz  
Susan Leavitt & William Block~ ^ 
Elizabeth Leber & Andrew Coveler  
Gary Lebert  
Vero Lecocq  
John Lee & P. M. Weizenbaum  
Randy M. Lee & Mary Hooten Lee  
Sinang Lee  
Tecla J. Legge  
Don LeGrand  
Alison Lenertz  

Martha S. Lester ^ 
Ross Leventhal  
Catherine Levi (Cascadia 
Foundation)  
Arlene Levy  
Eyal Levy & Zehava Chen-Levy ^ 
Jane Lewis  
Bonnie Lewman  
Erika Lim  
Charlotte Lin & Robert Porter  
Toni Lince  
Diane & Gregord Lind ^ 
Jeff Lindsey  
Kelland Leland & Mary Kae Irvin  
Jairam Lingappa  
Adam Lingerfelt  
Anne & Steve Lipner  
Kelly Lippman  
Arni Hope Litt  
Howard Litwak  
Lin Liu  
Martha Lloyd & Jim Evans  
Ms. Karen & Dr. John Loeser, MD ^ 
Courtney E. Long  
Harmony Long  
David Longmuir ^ 
Richard A. Lopez Jr.  
Janet Loriz  
Michael Losby  
Brian Loucks  
Elizabeth Lovelett  
Gordon Lovell & Louis Maslow  
Lucy Gaskill-Gaddis & Terry Gaddis  
Robin & Will Ludlam  
Elizabeth Lund  
Kathy Lusher  
Elaine Lutyens  
Mark P. Lutz ^ 
Susan Lynette ^ 
Jane & James Lyons ^ 
Joyce M MacDonald  
Mary & Donald MacFarlane ^ 
Barbara & Robert MacLean  
Hugh R. MacMahon  
Jasmine Mahmoud  
Meg & Jake Mahoney  
Carolyn Mahran  
Mary Beth Maines & James 
Downing  
Dorothy H. Mann, PhD  
Kathryn Mann  
Helen Mark ^ 
Brian Markham ᠅
Bill & Holly Marklyn ^ 
Ian D. Marks & Margaret A. Marks  
Matt Marshall  

Michelle Marshall  
Kathryn Martin  
Noreen Martin  
Victoria Martinsen  
Lora & Parker Mason ^ 
Kyoko Matsumoto Wright ^ 
Cecilia Matta & Casey Riske  
Dave Matthews  
Tessa Matthey  
Elizabeth Maunz  
Elizabeth Maurer  
Serena Maurer  
Alison Maxwell  
Ms. Carmen D. Mayo  
Janet McAlpin  
Abraham McBride  
Pamela McCabe  
Meredith McClurg & Jeffrey 
Krauss^ 
MaryBeth & Lorne McConachie  
Rachel McCracken ᠅
David & Karen McCullough  
Carol & Bob~ McDonald ^ 
Anne & John McDowall  
Dawn McGinty  
Stephen McKenzie  
Meegan McKiernan & David 
Gloger^ 
Ms. Holly McKinley  
Kristine McLane  
Sharon Meachum  
Sarah B. Meardon ^ 
Bob & Sue Mecklenburg  
Michelle & Mike Medrano  
Tab Melton  
Lori Merdes  
Dr. John & Mrs. Gail Mensher ^ 
Mary Metastasio ^ 
Sharon Metcalf & Randy Smith ^ 
Tami & Joe Micheletti ^ 
Lukas Michener  
Debra S. Miles  
Linda & Peter Milgrom ^ 
Tom & Terri Olson Miller  
Virginia Miller ᠅
Ain Milner  
Lisa Miner  
Mark & Susan Minerich  
Jim & Cheri Minorchio ᠅
Liz Mirante & Steve Kurtz  
Henry Miyoshi~ & Susan Woyna  
Donald & Kerri Mochel ^ 
Jason Mock  
Anne Marie Moellenberndt  
Michael & Connie Montgomery  
Kristin Moomaw  

James Moore & Joan Romano ^ 
Malcolm & Phoebe Ann Moore  
Wesley Moore~ & Sandra Walker  
Mary Morales ᠅
Sandy Morgan  
Scott Morris  
Eleanor Moseley Pollnow  
Alvin & Janie Moser  
Eric & Georgia Mosher  
Dayle Moss & David Brown ^ 
Susan Motte  
Downing Moua  
Bill & Mary Ann Mundy ^ 
David Murdock  
Stephanie Murphy  
Cathy Murray & Vincent 
Herberhold  
Nadine & John Murray ^ 
Kate Nagle-Caraluzzo  
Islanda Naughton  
Christina Neff  
Jacquelyn Nelson  
Marlene Nelson & Curt Chenoweth  
Roland~ & Deanna Nelson  
Erika J. Nesholm ^᠅
John & Laurel Nesholm  
Kirsten Nesholm  
Mrs. Judy~ & Dr. Arnie Ness ^* 
In Memory of Judy Ness  
Randy Newell ^ 
Kerry & Gwen Nicholson  
Linda & Paul Niebanck  
Ingrid Nielsen & Robert Rakita  
Nicole Nims  
Roy Nishimura  
Margaret Nolen  
Craig & Deanna Norsen ^ 
E. MacArthur Noyes  
Julie O’Brien  
Rhonda Odell  
Helen & Robert Odom  
Michael Ogden & Mary Burki ᠅
Margaret Ohashi  
Carol & Robert Okano ^ 
Chris O’Keefe  
Peter Olive  
Matt Olsen  
Meg Olsen  
Sandra Olsen ^ 
Dean Olson  
Kristin Olson  
John Ombrellaro  
Rebecca O’Neil  
Maryse O’Neill  
Emma Ordonez-Enos  
Will Patton & Joni Ostergaard  
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Ib Osuntoki  
Norene Ott  
Steven Ourada  
Elizabeth Outlaw  
Gary Owen  

P-T 
Steven Pace  
Erika Paduano-Karch  
Melinda Pagliarello  
Danna J. Pakulak  
Cherrie Palm  
John Panisko  
Joan Parish  
Richard & The Late Sally Parks ^ 
Randall and Carol Parsons  
Vijya Patel  
Cecilia Paul & Harry Reinert ^ 
Karen & Scott Paulsen  
Anita Paulson  
Susan Pazina  
Lenore Pearlman  
Kathryn Pearson  
Casey Peel & Daniel Nidzgorski ^ 
Vanessa Pegueros  
Maggie & Clint Pehrson  
Virginia Pellegrino  
Kelly Percich  
Deborah Perluss  
Chuck Perry ^ 
Sarah Perry & Bill Ramos  
Gerald A. Peterson  
Steven Philips  
Barbara Phillips ^ 
Dianne Pickerill  
Terry L. Picknell  
Diana Pien & Merle Weiss  
Judy Pigott  
Mary Pigott  
Steve Pilkenton  
Zoey Platt  
David Plude  
Donald Pogoloff ^* 
Lynne Pogue  
Edward & Cynthia Pollan  
Joa Pope  
William D Potter  
John & Pamela Powel  
James Powell  
Pamela & Gilbert Powers  
Hope Price  
Sarah & Todd Prodzinski  
Aileen & Glenn Pruiksma  
Megan & Greg Pursell ^ 
Kara Putnam  
Matthew & Linda Radecki ^ 

Barbara & Daniel Radin ^ 
Bill Radke  
Kathi & Doug Raff ^ 
Suzanne Ragen ^ 
Raich-Jones Charitable Fund  
Carol Ravano  
Lynda Raymond  
April Rebollo  
Rich Redman  
Connie & Kirk Redmond ^ 
Faith Reeves  
Margo Reich ^ 
Dennis Reichenbach  
Nancy Reithaar  
Gerald & Fay Rene  
Janey Repensek  
Jean A. Rhodes ^ 
Jan & Kerry Richards  
Kelly M. Richards  
Theresa Richards  
Robin Richardson  
Cindy & Lance Richmond ^ 
Carla T. Rickerson  
Annemarie Riese & Terry Kisner ^ 
Loretta Rietsema  
Sherry Rind  
Lisa & Bradley Rinker  
Kate Riordan  
Bruce F. Robertson  
Jill Robinson  
Rafael Robledo Juarez  
M. Ellizabeth & James Roche  
Michael Rodriguez  
Teri Rogers  
Randy & Willa Rohwer  
Beth Rollinger  
Allan & Karla Romano  
Summer Rosa-Mullen & Michael 
Mullen  
Dustin K. Rose  
Jo Anne & Donald Rosen ^ 
Peter Rosen  
Lynda Rosendahl ^ 
Marc Rosenshein & Judy 
Soferman  
Patricia & David Ross  
Al Roundtree ᠅
Evelyne Renee Rozner ^ 
Betsy Runke  
Hannele Ruohola-Baker  
Carole Rush & Richard Andler ^ 
Randy Rush & Mary Mason ᠅
Elizabeth Rushton  
Jennifer Cells Russell  
Deborah Rustin ᠅
Jain Rutherford  

Dr. Tove Ryman & Rayner D’Souza^
Vladimir Samarskiy  
Dr. Werner & Mrs. Joan Samson  
Margaret Sandelin ^ 
Cathy & Carl Sander  
Barbara Sando ^* 
Christine & Michael Sannella  
Chris & Emily Sasnett  
Gordon Sata & Doris Lock  
Gabriel Saucedo  
Michael Scarey & Linda Vane  
Sandra Schaffer  
Shelley Schermer  
James R. Schneidmiller & Gina I. 
Vangelos  
Betsy & Jason Schneier M.D. ^ 
Julie Schoenfeld ^ 
Vicki & Ulrich Schoettle  
Robert & Deborah Schor ^ 
Tera Schreiber  
Loretta Schuler  
Alan & Susan Schulkin ^ 
Ryan Schutt  
Evilo A. Schwab ^ 
Ken & Sandy Schwartz ^ 
Jeff Scott  
Karen Leader Scott  
Karen L. & Patrick M. Scott  
Barry & Colleen Scovel ^ 
Ted~ & Patricia Scoville  
Carla Seaquist  
David Sebba  
Juanita Segura  
David & Elizabeth Seidel  
Tor Seidler  
Mark & Patti Seklemian  
John Selivanoff  
Tana Senn  
Sanjukta Shams  
Dr. Michael C. Shannon  
Michael & Jo Shapiro  
Bob Sheehan  
Miki Shema  
Aaron Shepherd  
Barbara Shickich  
Kathryn Shields  
Barbara & Richard Shikiar ^ 
Kyna Shilling  
Sonia Siegel Vexler ^ 
John Siegler & Alexandra Read, 
MD  
Goldie & Donald Silverman ^ 
Larry Silverman  
Judy & Ben Simmons ^ 
Diane Simpson  
Measy Sin  

Maya Skolnik  
Dianna Sloss  
Mimi & Greg Slyngstad  
Paul Smetko  
Evan Smith  
Jb Smith  
Jeffery Smith  
Marilyn S. Smith  
Sheila Smith & Don Ferguson ᠅
Warren & Nancy Smith ^ 
Linda Snavely ^ 
Nadine Snyder  
Mary J. Sobczyk  
Aditya Soni  
Janet C. Sorby  
Andrew Sou  
Jeanne Soule ^ 
Rose & The Late John Southall ^* 
Carrie Sparlin  
Dr. Joanne K. Sparrow  
Linda Barker Spear  
Ben Spicer ᠅
Carmen Spofford  
Richard Springer  
Herd Sprute  
Teresa St. Onge  
Gail & Robert Stagman ^ 
Riley Stalker  
Fred & Kathleen Stark ^* 
Michael Stark  
Ellen Stearns  
Anne Steele  
Lois Steinberg  
Judy Sterry  
Bebeth Steudel  
Delphine & Charles Stevens  
Geoff Stevenson & Andrea McBeth  
Jonathan Stier  
Karen Stockert & Russ Childers  
Derek Storm & Cynthia Gossett ^ 
Gary & Rebecca Streitmatter  
Michael Stuber  
T.J. Stutman  
Richard & Diane Sugimura  
Sally Sullivan ^ 
Dr. Christina Surawicz & Mr. James 
Bushyhead ^ 
Susan L. Ehlers ^ 
Hope Sussman  
Earl & Charlotte Sutherland ^ 
Jeffrey A. Sutherland ^ 
Constance Swank ^ 
Michael J. Sweeney  
Norm & Lynn Swick ^ 
Virginia Sybert  
Maria Sykes  
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Hana Tadesse ᠅
Carolyn Takei  
Tammy Talman ^ 
Gene Tanaka  
Anastasia Tarmann  
Chris Taylor  
Penny Tetter  
Nancy & David Thacher  
Angela Thibault  
Sally Thomas  
Tommy Thompson  
Arlene & Mark Tibergien ^ 
Jordan & Tegan Tigani  
Timothy Tomlinson  
Bret Torbeck  
Ngan P. Tran  
Susan Trapnell & Erik Muller  
Mollie Tremaine & Dick McKinnon  
Trial and Error Productions ^ 
Diana Trotter  
True-Brown Foundation ^ 
Wan-Lin Tsou  
Jim & Kathy Tune ^ 
Lynn Turk  

U-Z 
Eileen Uebelacker  
Rob Anthony Ungaro ^ 
David & Shirley Urdal ^ 
Lynne Uyehara ᠅
Pieter & Tjitske Van Der Meulen  
Steve Van Lente  

Sharon Van Valin & Richard Tait ᠅
Dirk & Mary Lou Van Woerden  
Menno van Wyk  
Jordan Vangilder  
Suryam & Usha Varanasi ^ 
Vijay & Sita Vashee ^ 
John H. Vassall, MD & Callie Vassall  
Lya Vera  
Kimm Viebrock  
Jennifer Vierling & Tim Coulter  
Christine Vilches  
Paul “Skip” Vonckx~ & Zanny Milo  
M. Louise & Mark R. Von Walter  
Ginger Voorhees * 
Padmaja Vrudhula  
Jorie Wackerman ^ 
Jon Wagner  
Shanna & Ryan Waite  
Deedra Walkey  
Brady Walkinshaw & Micah 
Horowith  
Margaret & Randy Wallace  
Ellen Wallach  
Mrs. Judy & Dr. Mike Waring ^ 
Jerry Watt & Vreni Von Arx Watt  
Fay Weaver  
Eugene Webb  
Mr. John & Dr. Sarah Weinberg ^ 
Ann & Richard Weiner  
Sara Weisman  
Herbert Weisse  
Audrey Weitkamp  

Gail & Joe Wenaweser  
Janet Westin & Mike McCaw ^* 
Judith A. Whetzel  
Terri Whidby  
Christopher White  
Kathy Whitten & Ed Hutsell *᠅
Michelle Whitten  
Mary & Donald Wieckowicz ^ 
Robert Wilcox & Kathleen Dearth-
Wilcox  
Melissa Willard  
Jay & Linda Willenberg ^ 
Barbara J. Williams ^ 
Rob Williamson  
George & Colleen Willoughby ^ 
Dianne & Douglas Wills ^ 
Carl Wilson ^ 
Donald & Judy Wilson ^ 
Kathy & Chic Wilson  
Richard A. Wilson ^ 
Ken & Bobbi Windus  
Maria Winkler  
The Estate of Joyce Karyl Winn & 
Norman Winn~ * 
Paul Winterstein  
Jason Withrow  
Susan Wolcott & George Taniwaki^ 
Katherine L Wold  
Hansie Wong  
Judith Woods ^ 
Chester & Elizabeth Woodside  
Wendy Woolery & Glenn Nielsen ᠅

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wortley  
Sherrie Wreath  
Nicole Wright  
R. Hamilton Wright & Katie 
Forgette᠅
Saundra E. Willis  
Howard Wu  
Ann P. Wyckoff ^ 
Dr. Allen Wyler  
Wyman Youth Trust  
Leslie D. Yamada  
John Yamin ^ 
Frank Yandrasits  
Kairu Yao ^ 
David Yastremsky  
Emily Yen  
Constance Yenne  
Wendy & Joel Yoker  
Diane & John Yokoyama ^ 
In Memory of Leda Yolo  
Glenn Young ᠅
Carolyn Yuen  
Karl & Ellen Zahlis ^ 
Marco Zangari  
Dr. Peiyao Zhao  
Sam Zinner & Walt Mason  
Olga Zinoveva  
Joyce & Christian Zobel ^ 
Lee Zuckett  
Igor Zverev & Yana Solovyeva ^ 

T H A N K  Y O U !

ACT is grateful 
for the many 

volunteers who 
donate their time 

and talents.
For a full list of ACT 

volunteers, scan 
the QR code or 

visit acttheatre.org/
volunteer-list. 

CHALLENGE HOW STORIES ARE TOLD.
The bold, thought-provoking productions you see 
on ACT’s stages are only made possible through our 

generous supporters.

Your donations are critical as ticket sales alone cover less than 
50% of our plays’ expenses. Donate today to join us in the 
commitment to keep live theatre accessible and affordable
for all. Supporters who give $100 or more annually enjoy 

access to special behind-the-scenes experiences.

DONATE TODAY



Boiling Down STEW
An Interview 
with Claudine 
Mboligikpelani Nako
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Could you tell us about how you balance life as 
a writer, director, and actor? What attracts you to 
each role? 

As soon as I figure that out, I’ll let you know! Balance is 
elusive for many folks who make their living as artists. 
We tend to cycle back and forth between seasons of 
abundance and dry spells, and the patchwork nature 
of our employment can make stability a real challenge. 
I love the specificity, creativity, and collaboration 
that is required to do this work well. I’m attracted to 
projects that pique my curiosity, and I especially love 
taking on roles where I see an opportunity to subvert 
expectations. 

How does STEW speak to you? 

STEW speaks to the complex humanity of Black 
womanhood. It doesn’t limit or simplify our experience. 
These women are intelligent, passionate, joyful, 
curious, afraid, hopeful, vulnerable, courageous, loving, 
and yes angry--because why the hell shouldn’t they 
be? Zora Howard gives us this rich language with 
many, many layers of meaning. Each time I read this 
play I discover another moment in which I understand 
something new about these characters that I am 
convinced I already know so well, and I’m humbled 
to have them remind me that there is always more to 
learn.

You put the STEW cast together with the casting 
director. What is so exciting about this cast? 

Each person in this cast is a smart artist whose 
individual and collaborative approach to storytelling 
excites me. I was looking for actors who were very 
willing to play. As you’ll see in this production, 
things aren’t quite what they seem in the world I’ve 
envisioned for this piece, so I really needed people 
who understood the assignment and these actors 
absolutely do.  

What’s next for you?  

Putting my writer’s hat back on! My new musical 
Photosynthesis was featured in Goodspeed’s 2024 
Festival of New Musicals in January. My next goal 
is to record a demo album and mount a workshop 
production. The story, set in Seattle’s Central 
District, centers on a Black woman searching for 
light in dark times. For news and updates about 
this project, please sign up for the mailing list at 
photosynthesismusical.com!

You’ve been on the ACT stage in quite a few 
roles. How does it feel to make your directorial 
debut at ACT? 

I had a great time working with John Langs as the 
Associate Director of ACT’s 2022 production of 
Sweat, so the offer to helm my own production was 
an incredibly exciting opportunity that I couldn’t pass 
up. I’ve learned so much from the challenging variety 
of roles I’ve been able to play at ACT both on stage 
and off in my work as a Core Company member. I am 
delighted to add “Director” to that list of roles, and I’m 
deeply moved that I get to make my debut with this 
beautiful play.

Varinique “V” Davis, Shaunyce Omar, Kataka Corn, and Shermona Mitchell in STEW.
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Scenes 
from the 
STEW Meet 
& Greet
Photos by McKenna Deen
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Seattle Opera Announces 
2024/25 Season
Seattle Opera welcomes you to a transformative 
experience in the upcoming 2024/25 season. Prepare 
to be captivated by a rich tapestry of emotions as the 
mainstage showcases five renowned operas that delve 
into the realms of heartbreak, resilience, romance, and 
grand drama. The carefully curated selection promises to 
transport audiences to new heights of artistic expression 
and storytelling. From the powerful arias to the intricate 
staging, every detail is crafted to create a mesmerizing 
and unforgettable experience.   »

In addition to the mainstage 
productions, the 2024/25 season 
at Seattle Opera offers a myriad of 
extra performances and educational 
classes. These events provide 
patrons with the opportunity to 
deepen their understanding of the 
operatic art form, interact with art-
ists, and engage in the vibrant cul-
tural community that surrounds the 
opera. Whether you are a seasoned 
opera enthusiast or a newcomer, 
there is something for everyone 
to explore and enjoy beyond the 
traditional performances.

Pagliacci at Lyric Opera of Kansas City.
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To enhance the overall experience 
for patrons, Seattle Opera introduces 
innovative subscription choices 
for the upcoming season. These 
choices are designed to make it 
more convenient than ever for 
audiences to immerse themselves 
in a world of music, drama, and 
compelling narratives. Subscribers 
are not only guaranteed access to 
all mainstage productions but also 
enjoy exclusive perks, including 
seamless ticket exchanges, flexible 
cancellations, a one-time seating 
upgrade, and additional ticket 
discounts. This commitment to 
flexibility ensures that patrons 
can fully embrace the magic of 
opera without any concerns.

The Seattle Opera’s dedication to 
creating a welcoming and accessible 
environment is reflected in the 
comprehensive benefits offered to 
subscribers. The 2024/25 season 
promises to be a celebration of 
artistic excellence, community 
engagement, and the timeless 
beauty of opera. As Seattle Opera 
invites you to discover a new 
light within its hallowed halls, 
prepare for a season filled with 
unforgettable moments, shared 
emotions, and the transformative 
power of live performance.
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Pagliacci 
August 3–17, 2024

When a commedia 
dell’arte troupe arrives in a 
small Italian village, they are 
greeted by cheers of welcome. 
Comedy turns to tragedy 
when jealousy rages, lovers 
are revealed, and the curtain 
comes down on murder. Set 
in 1930s Italy, our “visually 
arresting” (The Independent) 
production features artful 
sets and traditional commedia 
dell’arte costumes.

Jubilee 
October 12–25, 2024

Set soon after Emancipation 
and the end of the Civil 
War, follow the historic Fisk 
Jubilee Singers on their first 
tours, raising funds for the 
fledgling Fisk University and 
spreading their music around 
the world. This world premiere 
opera by renowned writer and 
director Tazewell Thompson 
(Blue ‘22) features an ensemble 
of 13 singers performing over 
40 spirituals, including “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot,” “Wade in 
the Water,” and many more.

Les Troyens in Concert 
January 17 & 19, 2025

Following last season’s 
celebrated Samson and Delilah in 
Concert, join us for an abridged 
version of Hector Berlioz’s epic 
in a concert version featuring 
full orchestra and chorus. 
Seattle Opera is excited to 
welcome back mezzo-soprano 
and Tacoma native J’Nai 
Bridges (Samson and Delilah 
in Concert ‘23) as Dido, the 
Queen of Carthage, and Russell 
Thomas (Nabucco ‘15), “a tenor 
of gorgeously burnished power” 
(The New York Times), as Aeneas.

Jubilee at Arena Stage.

J’Nai Bridges and  
Russell Thomas star in  
Les Troyens in Concert.

10   



TO
P:

 M
AR

G
O

T 
SC

H
U

LM
AN

;
BO

TT
O

M
: S

EA
TT

LE
 O

PE
R

A

TO
P:

 J
AR

O
 S

U
FF

N
ER

BO
TT

O
M

: P
H

IL
IP

 N
EW

TO
N

The Magic Flute 
February 22–March 9, 2025

Featuring seamless interaction 
between onstage performers 
and eye-popping hand-
drawn animated visuals, 
experience a striking new-
to-Seattle production of a 
beloved audience favorite. 
Inspired by silent movies, 
Barrie Kosky’s colorful and 
energetic production comes to 
Seattle after receiving standing 
ovations at opera houses  
around the world.Tosca 

May 3–17, 2025

Giacomo Puccini’s melodrama 
returns to the McCaw Hall 
stage in a fan favorite 
classic production! “Vocally 
perfect” (Broadway World) 
soprano Vanessa Goikoetxea and 
“gleaming soprano” (Opera 
Warhorses) Lianna Haroutounian 
return to McCaw Hall as the 
fiery prima donna Floria Tosca.

Learn more about Seattle Opera’s 
2024/25 season and subscription 
packages at seattleopera.org.

The Magic Flute at the Komische Oper Berlin.

Tosca at Seattle Opera.

encorespotlight.com   11
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Spirituality  
in a  

Changing World.
We teach universal 
spiritual principles 
that inspire and  
empower.
All are welcome at Center  
for Spiritual Living Seattle.

SpiritualLiving.org
6318 Linden Ave N, Seattle
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Upcoming 
Events
Explore a full-season  
performing arts calendar at  
encorespotlight.com.

Village Theatre will present  
Becoming Dr. Ruth now through March 17.  

 X: The Life and 
Times of Malcolm X
Seattle Opera
NOW THROUGH MARCH 9

 Luchadora!
Seattle Children’s Theatre
NOW THROUGH MARCH 17

 Becoming Dr. Ruth
Village Theatre—Everett
NOW THROUGH MARCH 17

 Jaune Quick-to-See 
Smith: Memory Map
Seattle Art Museum
NOW THROUGH MAY 12

 Anida Yoeu Ali: Hybrid 
Skin, Mythical Presence
Seattle Asian Art Museum
NOW THROUGH JULY 7

 Dance BFA Concert
Cornish College of the Arts
MARCH 1–2

 Conrad Tao’s Playlist
Seattle Symphony
MARCH 1–2

 Batsheva Dance Company
Seattle Theatre Group
MARCH 2

 Something’s Afoot
The 5th Avenue Theatre
MARCH 1–24

 Sanctuary City
Seattle Rep
MARCH 1–31

 New Works Festival 
Part 1: 5x5
Cornish College of the Arts
MARCH 6–9

 Bach St. John Passion
Seattle Symphony
MARCH 7–9

 Vanity Fair
UW School of Drama
MARCH 7–16

 Holding / Movement
Seattle Symphony
MARCH 8

 Hélène Grimaud
Meany Center for the Performing Arts
MARCH 9

 Joss Stone
Tacoma Arts Live
MARCH 9

 New Baroque 
Orchestra Concert
Early Music Seattle
MARCH 10

 The Fantasticks
Village Theatre—Issaquah
MARCH 13–APRIL 14

 A Conversation with Eric Kim
Seattle Arts & Lectures
MARCH 14

 Sibelius & Nielsen
Seattle Symphony
MARCH 14–16

 Mark Morris Dance Group
Meany Center for the Performing Arts 
MARCH 14–16

 Glenn Miller Orchestra
Seattle Symphony
MARCH 15

 Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater
Seattle Theatre Group
MARCH 15–17

 One Thousand Pieces
Pacific Northwest Ballet
MARCH 15–24

 Stew
ACT Theatre
MARCH 15–31

 French Connection
Kirkland Civic Orchestra
MARCH 16

12   
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 Murmurations: Local 
Voices Taking Flight
Seattle Arts & Lectures
MARCH 19

 The Bed Trick
Seattle Shakespeare Company 
MARCH 20–APRIL 7

 How to Write a New 
Book for the Bible
Taproot Theatre Company
MARCH 20–APRIL 20

 Menopause The Musical 2: 
Cruising Through “The Change”
Tacoma Arts Live
MARCH 21

  Annie Saunders 
& Becca Wolff
On the Boards
MARCH 21–23

 Simon Trpčeski 
Plays Tchaikovsky
Seattle Symphony
MARCH 21–24

 The Moors
Seattle Public Theater
MARCH 22–APRIL 14

 Harold and the Purple Crayon
Pacific Northwest Ballet
MARCH 23–30

 Caetano Veloso
Seattle Theatre Group
MARCH 27

  Calder Quartet with 
Antoine Hunter’s Urban 
Jazz Dance Company
Meany Center for the Performing Arts
MARCH 28

 Matthew Desmond
Seattle Arts & Lectures
MARCH 28

 Spring Music 
Student Showcase
Cornish College of the Arts
MARCH 29

 Rachell Ellen Wong & David 
Belkovski: Europe’s Grand Tour
Early Music Seattle
MARCH 30

encorespotlight.com   13

C
A

LE
N

D
A

R

The future is in 
your hand.

Greater Seattle Area
A Contemporary Theatre
The 5th Avenue Theatre
Intiman Theatre
Meany Center for the Performing Arts
Seattle Children’s Theatre
Seattle Opera
Seattle Rep
Seattle Theatre Group
Seattle Shakespeare Company
Taproot Theatre Company
Village Theatre

San Francisco Bay Area
American Conservatory Theater
Berkeley Rep
Cal Shakes
San Francisco Opera
San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus
San Francisco Symphony

Encore+ digital programs are available 
from these performing arts organizations:

The future is in 
your hand.

Greater Seattle Area

Meany Center for the Performing Arts

Seattle Shakespeare Company

San Francisco Bay Area
American Conservatory Theater

San Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus

Encore+ digital programs are available 
from these performing arts organizations:



 Beetlejuice
Broadway at The Paramount 
APRIL 2–7

  Manuel Cinema: 
“Frankenstein”
Seattle Theatre Group
APRIL 3

 Copland Appalachian Spring
Seattle Symphony
APRIL 4–6

 English
ArtsWest and Seda Iranian Theatre 
Ensemble
APRIL 4–28

 The Art of Leaving
Seattle Symphony
APRIL 5

 Whose Live Anyway?
Seattle Theatre Group
APRIL 6

 Carnival of the Animals
Meany Center for the Performing Arts
APRIL 6

  Kronos Quartet
Seattle Theatre Group
APRIL 11

 Mahler Symphony No. 3
Seattle Symphony
APRIL 11–14

 The Brass: Movie Magic
Seattle Symphony
APRIL 12–13

 Fat Ham
Seattle Rep
APRIL 12–MAY 12

 Israeli Chamber Project 
with Karim Sulayman
Meany Center for the Performing Arts 
APRIL 16

 Yefim Bronfman
Meany Center for the Performing Arts
APRIL 18

 Dvorák Symphony No. 6
Seattle Symphony
APRIL 18–20

  Cherdonna & The 
Bearded Ladies
On the Boards
APRIL 18–27

 Through Her Window
Seattle Symphony
APRIL 19

 Rhiannon Giddens
Meany Center for the Performing Arts 
APRIL 19

 Randal Bays & Ceóltoirí 
Cascadia: Irish Baroque II
Early Music Seattle
APRIL 20

 dani tirrell and The 
Congregation
Seattle Theatre Group
APRIL 20–21

 Disney’s Aladdin
Broadway at The Paramount 
APRIL 24–28

 Romeo and Juliet
Seattle Shakespeare Company 
APRIL 24–MAY 19

 Antarctic Symphony
Seattle Symphony
APRIL 25–28

 A Tale of Peter Rabbit
Seattle Children’s Theatre
APRIL 25–MAY 12

 Zakir Hussain Trio
Seattle Theatre Group
APRIL 26

 The Lehman Trilogy
ACT Theatre
APRIL 26–MAY 12

 The Fantasticks
Village Theatre—Everett
APRIL 27–MAY 19
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Accessible  
Performances
Here are a few of the  
accessible performances 
coming up in Seattle.

 Luchadora!
Seattle Children’s Theatre
MARCH 10
SENSORY SENSITIVE

 Becoming Dr. Ruth
Village Theatre—Everett
MARCH 16
CAPTIONED

 Something’s Afoot
The 5th Avenue Theatre
MARCH 24
OPEN CAPTIONED

 Sanctuary City
Seattle Rep
MARCH 30
ASL INTERPRETED AND  
AUDIO DESCRIBED

 Stew
ACT Theatre
MARCH 30
ASL INTERPRETED

 Beetlejuice
Broadway at The Paramount
APRIL 7
ASL INTERPRETED AND  
AUDIO DESCRIBED

The Israeli Chamber Project with  
Karim Sulayman will perform at  
Meany Center on April 16. 

14   

Dance Classical Theatre Visual Art

Music Film/Talks/Readings Comedy



1	 Village Theatre Issaquah will stage  
The Fantasticks from March 13 to April 14.  
The original off-Broadway production of 
the show is the longest-running musical in 
the world. How many years did the original 
production run for? 

A	 42 years
B	 43 years
C	 44 years
D	 45 years

2	 Seattle Symphony will present the Glenn Miller 
Orchestra on March 15. The jazz big band  
was formed as a re-creation of the group  
Glenn Miller and His Orchestra after the  
loss of leader Glenn Miller. Glenn Miller and 
His Orchestra recorded the first song to  
ever receive a gold record. For what song was 
this certification rewarded? 

A	 “In the Mood”
B	 “Moonlight Serenade” 
C	 “Chattanooga Choo Choo”
D	 “Tuxedo Junction”

Intermission Brain Transmission

Why stare at your phone for the hundredth time today when 
you could treat your brain to this scintillating trivia quiz? 
Better yet, send us your answer to the bonus question for 
a chance to win tickets to an upcoming performance. 

BONUS
What’s your favorite live performance that you’ve seen recently?

Post your answer on social media and tag @encorespotlight with a picture of 
your Encore program for a chance to win tickets to an upcoming performance! 

3	 Seattle Shakespeare Company will present 
the world premiere of The Bed Trick written by 
Keiko Green. Green has also recently written 
for a new show on Hulu based off which 
Charles Yu book? 

A	 How to Live Safely in a  
Science Fictional Universe

B	 Interior Chinatown
C	 Third Class Superhero 
D	 Sorry Please Thank You

4	 Disney’s Aladdin will come to Broadway at 
The Paramount from April 24 to 28. The stage 
interpretation of the Disney film premiered 
at a Seattle theatre in 2011 before moving to 
Broadway in 2014. At which theatre did the 
acclaimed musical have its debut at? 

A	 The 5th Avenue Theatre
B	 Village Theatre
C	 Taproot Theatre Company
D	 Seattle Rep
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1. A—42 years
2. C—“Chattanooga Choo Choo”
3. B—Interior Chinatown
4. A—The 5th Avenue Theatre
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OCT 14,
2023– 
SEP 01, 
2024

SOFT 
MATERIALS.
POWERFUL 
IDEAS.

Alexis Lee Ortiz-Duarte
Allyce Wood
Colleen RJC Bratton
Erika Harada
Gail Tremblay
Joey Veltkamp
Juventino Aranda
Kellz Moylan
Lily Martina Lee
Marc Dombrosky

Marie Watt
Marita Dingus
Monyee Chau
Nina Vichayapai
Paul Komada
Priscilla Dobler-Dzul
Ric’kisha Taylor
Roquin-Jon Quichocho Siongco
Shannon Eakins
Tuan Nguyen
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