
2010 - 2011 SEASON 
IN THE HEIGHTS  SEPT 28 - OCT 17

A CHRISTMAS STORY: THE MUSICAL!  NOV 26 - DEC 30

VANITIES  FEB 4 - APR 3 
AT ACT- A CONTEMPORARY THEATRE

NEXT TO NORMAL  FEB 22 - MAR 13

9 TO 5: THE MUSICAL  APR 5 - APR 24

GUYS & DOLLS  MAY 12 - JUN 5
RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN’S
OKLAHOMA!  JUL 8 - AUG 6



FOR MORE STORIES,  GO TO UWMEDICINE.ORG/STORIES

U W  M E D I C I N E    |    S TOR I E S

A BROKEN HEART.
A BOLD DECISION.

A NEW FOUND LIFE. 

LSA OLIVA thought she had simply injured her 
back. But when she was admitted to the ER at 
Northwest Hospital & Medical Center, Elsa was 
having a heart attack. She required open-heart 

surgery – but in her weakened state it was simply too risky. 

So together, Northwest Hospital cardiologist Dr. Gary Weeks 
and UW Medicine cardiac surgeon Dr. Gabriel Aldea made 
a decision that would ultimately save Elsa’s life: Dr. Weeks 
performed an emergency angioplasty to open up her blocked 
coronary artery to stabilize her, and once her heart was strong 
enough, Dr. Aldea performed a successful quadruple bypass. 

This sort of teamwork doesn’t happen by chance. It’s the 
result of a decade-long partnership between Northwest 
Hospital and UW Medicine’s Regional Heart Center. A 
partnership that has enriched Northwest Hospital’s cardiac 
program and has resulted in a lifetime of excellent care for 
every one of its patients. If you were to ask Elsa, she’d tell you 
there’s no reason to go anywhere else.
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From the Artistic Directors  

David Armstrong
Executive Producer and 
Artistic Director
The 5th Avenue Theatre

The production you are about to see is the result of 
a unique collaboration between two of Seattle’s 

leading not-for-profit theater companies — ACT–A 
Contemporary Theatre and The 5th Avenue Theatre.

Over the past few years the Puget Sound region has seen 
a great deal of creative collaboration among our world 
class arts organizations, often with The 5th Avenue and 
ACT leading the way.

ACT has made partnering with dozens of area theater, 
dance and music groups a key part of its mission by 
showcasing them in its many beautiful theater spaces 
as part of its Central Heating Lab program. And The 
5th Avenue has memorably partnered with Spectrum 
Dance Theater and the Seattle Men’s Chorus on 
several productions and also spearheaded last spring’s 
Seattle Celebrates Bernstein Festival with 22 local arts 
organizations participating.

So it is only seems natural that two organizations with a 
knack for collaboration and such close proximity would 
join forces to produce an exciting new musical. Theater 
fans with long memories know that this is not the first 
time the two organizations have partnered on a project 
— in 2001 our two theaters co-produced Stephen 
Sondheim’s masterpiece A Little Night Music starring 
Haley Mills and Claire Bloom. And we certainly do not 
anticipate that it will be the last. 

This partnership provides each of our theaters with the 
opportunity to include programming in our season 
that would be difficult for us to do on our own. The 
5th Avenue has for some time been exploring ways in 
which it could produce at least some of the many the 
wonderful “Off –Broadway” musicals that would be too 
small in scale for its 2,100-seat venue. And ACT has 
been seeking to make musical theater a more regular 

component of its programming. A collaboration such 
as this makes that much more feasible, especially during 
these challenging economic times.

Vanities is the perfect choice for us to join forces in 
producing. The original play (from which this new 
musical has been adapted) was a phenomenal success 
in the late 1970s. It ran six years Off-Broadway and 
quickly became the most produced play in America with 
productions at nearly every regional theater across the 
country.

The play went on to be produced around the world and 
was filmed for HBO in 198x. It has been hailed as one 
of the first dramatic works to address the ways in which 
the cultural changes of the 1960s and ‘70s affected the 
lives of women who came of age during that tumultuous 
period.  

Now the play’s original author Jack Heifner and new 
composer/lyricist David Kirshenbaum have reinvented 
Vanities as a musical. We are thrilled that they will both 
be in residence with us for much of the rehearsal process 
as this new work continues to grow and develop.

Perhaps the most exciting aspect of this venture is 
the opportunity it creates for our staffs and Board of 
Directors to work together. Merging our sometimes-
disparate organizational cultures is sometimes 
challenging, but always rewarding. We have so much 
to learn from each other we will both be better theater 
companies because of this collaboration.

Kurt Beattie
Artistic Director
ACT–A Contemporary Theatre
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206-622-1300 •  www.prcn.net

Take a stroll through the heart
of Seattle, visit a museum or
relax in the park...Exeter House
offers unlimited possibilities in
senior living.

Urban Living.
Downtown Seattle.
Unlimited Possibilities.

PSBC 101510 research 1_2v.pdf

Saving LiveS 
Through reSearch

Puget Sound Blood Center was the first blood center with medical and 

research labs, and we’re one of only four blood centers in the country 

conducting blood research. Among these, we are the most recognized 

blood research operation in the world. Our studies have advanced 

blood collection and storage techniques that have made today’s bone 

marrow and organ transplants possible. 

Learn more about what our scientists are studying today at psbc.org.

Imagine saving a life.
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eulalie Bloedel Schneider
artist fund

John graham foundation

ACT gratefully acknowledges the following for their contributions to this production and season:

Keith Johnsen, Daqopa Brands LLC

Moby’s Restaurant

Seattle Children's Theatre

Morgan Rowe

Alysan Bedford

Chris Ensweiler

Nicole Fierstein

Daniel guttenberg

David Hsieh

gretchen Krich

Maggie Lee

AJ Epstein

Seattle Repertory Theatre

act endowment fund donors
ACT’s endowment is administered by  
A Contemporary Theatre Foundation.

Buster & Nancy Alvord
Joan & Larry Barokas
Michael Corliss - Investco 
Katharyn Alvord gerlich
Becky & Jack Benaroya
Charles Blumenfeld & Karla Axell
The Ewert Family
Bruce & Dawn goto
William Randolph Hearst Endowed Fund 
for Education & Outreach Programs

Kreielsheimer Remainder Fund
Doug & Nancy Norberg
Sally Pence
Katherine & Douglass Raff
Brooks & Suzanne Ragen
Herman & Faye Sarkowsky
David E. & Catherine E. Skinner
Kayla Skinner
Estate of Stuart Smailes
David & Joyce Veterane
The Peg & Rick Young Foundation

neW WorKS for the 
aMerican Stage – a Special 
Thanks to act’s commissioners 

ACT’s New Works for the American 
Stage commissioning program attracts 
commissioners who want to come in direct 
contact with the creative process. Donors get 
to know leading playwrights and hear their 
earliest drafts, watching as ideas become 
scripts. Our commissioners are venture 
capitalists of new ideas, and we commend 
their bravery and commitment to new work. 
Becky’s New Car by Steven Dietz
Commissioned by Charlie Staadecker in 
honor of Benita Staadecker
Hell Leaves Odessa by Julie Marie Myatt 
Commissioned by Art Wahl in honor of  
Eva Wahl
How to Remove Blood from a Carpet  
by Laura Schellhardt  
Commissioned by Paul and Paula Butzi
TITLE TBA by Jason grote 
Commissioned by Gian-Carlo and  
Eulalie Scandiuzzi
Maggie Cassidy by Chris Jeffries 
Commissioned by Dennis Forsyth  
in honor of Elaine Spencer
The Final Days of NegroVille by 
Keith Joseph Adkins 
Commissioned by Gian-Carlo and  
Eulalie Scandiuzzi

Special Fund
Donors

ACT Ongoing Support

a contemporary Theatre  
foundation

Special Thanks
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act – a contemporary Theatre
Kreielsheimer Place
700 Union St.
Seattle, WA 98101

Administrative Office: (206) 292-7660
Development: (206) 292-7660 x1321

ticket office
In person: on performance days, the ticket office is open  
from noon until show time.
Closed Mondays and major holidays.

Phone: (206) 292-7676, Tue.-Sun., 
 noon – 7:00 p.m.
e-mail: service@acttheatre.org
online: www.acttheatre.org

executive underWriterS 
($100,000+)
ArtsFund

SeaSon SPonSorS 
($50,000 - $99,999)
A Contemporary Theatre Foundation
The Boeing Company
Eulalie Bloedel Schneider Artists Fund
Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, City of Seattle
The Shubert Foundation, Inc.

Producing PartnerS 
($25,000 - $49,999)
4Culture
Amazon.Com Inc.
John graham Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Nesholm Family Foundation
The Paul g. Allen Family Foundation
PONCHO 
Washington State Arts Commission

PerforMance PartnerS 
($10,000 - $24,999)
Ballinger Family Foundation
Columbia Crest Winery*
Continental Airlines* 
Elizabeth george Foundation
Harvest Foundation
Merrill gardens
National Endowment for the Arts
The Seattle Foundation
Tuxedos & Tennis Shoes*
Washington Athletic Club*
Wells Fargo Advisors
The Peg & Rick Young Foundation

Stage PartnerS 
($5,000 - $9,999)
Apulent Catering and Special Events Company*
Norman Archibald Charitable Foundation
The Daily grill*
graham & Dunn
Joanie’s Catering*
Responza*
Tony’s Events & Catering*

BenefactorS 
($1,000 - $4,999)
AC/R Services, LLC*
Alaskan Copper & Brass Company 
Beim Foundation
Bill Speidel Enterprises
City Hardware*
Consolidated Restaurants, Inc.*
Epicenter Fitness*
Fales Foundation Trust
Horizons Foundation
Marquis Jet Partners
MCSB Inc.
Moby’s Restaurant*
Pacific Place
Pike Brewing Company*
Wyman Youth Trust

Media PartnerS
KINg-FM
KCTS 9

*Support provided through in-kind contributions

ACT gratefully recognizes the following corporate, foundation, and government agencies for their generous support of our 2010 programs. Without 
such tremendous community support, ACT would not be able to offer outstanding contemporary theatre, in-school educational programming, or 
community based outreach.

This list reflects community partners as of August 1st, 2010.

The act legacy Society 

honors those who remember 

ACT in their wills or 

other estate plans. Legacy 

Society members ensure ACT’s ongoing tradition 

of presenting the best of contemporary theatre for 

future generations. Even persons of modest means 

can make significant future gifts by using tax-

advantaged estate and financial planning techniques. 

Notify ACT of your arrangements by calling (206) 

292-7660 ext. 1321.

ACT Community Partners
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A beautiful and unique Seattle landmark, 
The 5th Avenue Theatre’s breathtaking 
design was inspired by ancient Imperial 
China’s most stunning architectural 
achievements, including the magnificent 
Forbidden City. Built in 1926 for vaudeville 
and silent pictures, The 5th Avenue reigned 
for decades as Seattle’s favorite movie 
palace.

In 1979, forty-three companies and 
community leaders formed the non-profit 
5th Avenue Theatre Association. Their goal 
was to restore the Theatre to its original 
splendor. A $2.6 million restoration was 
accomplished without any public funding 
from federal, state or city sources. 

The 5th Avenue re-opened in 1980 as 
Seattle’s premier home for national touring 
shows. Nine years later, The 5th Avenue 
Musical Theatre Company was established 
to offer a mix of top-quality, self-produced 
musicals and the best of touring Broadway.

MISSION 
The 5th Avenue Theatre Association exists to produce and present live musical theater for the 
cultural enrichment of the Northwest community, and to preserve, maintain and operate the 
historic and irreplaceable 5th Avenue Theatre. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Robert A. Sexton
Chairman

 Barbara L. Crowe Wanda J. Herndon
 President Vice President
 Sterling Wilson Margaret C. Inouye Norman B. Rice
 Treasurer Secretary Immediate Past Chairman

Kenny Alhadeff
Robert R. Braun, Jr.
Stephen W. Camp

Ken Clay
Hope Cochran

grad Conn
Robert DeVinck

Mona Fandel
gary J. Fuller

Sarah Nash gates
John W. Hanley, Jr.

Jim Havens
SaSa Kirkpatrick

William W. Krippaehne Jr. 
Mark Levine

Dan McConnell
William J. Nichols

Tom Norwalk
Llewelyn g. Pritchard

David Quinn
Stephen P. Reynolds
Kirk A. Soderquist

Bonnie Towne
Colby Underwood

Tom Walsh
Michael Zyskowski

PAST CHAIRMEN OF THE BOARD

D.E. (Ned) Skinner (1979-81)
W.J. Pennington (1981-83)

R. Milton Trafton (1983-86)
Stanley M. Little, Jr. (1986-88)

Robert F. Buck (1988-90)
John D. Mangels (1990-92)
Kenneth L. Hatch (1992-94)

Donald J. Covey (1994-96)
Faye Sarkowsky (1996-98)

John F. Behnke (1998-2000)
Bruce M. Pym (2000-2002)

William W. Krippaehne Jr. (2002-2004)
Kenny Alhadeff (2004-2007) 
Norman B. Rice (2007-2009)

About The 5th Avenue Theatre

The 5th Avenue Theatre is in existence today because of the commitment of the following visionaries:

5th avenue theatre founders
Responsible for the 1979 renovation

Airborne Freight Corporation
ALPAC-Pepsi-Cola/Seven-Up
Morris and Joan Alhadeff - 
 Longacres Race Track
American Building Maintenance Industries
The Boeing Company
Burlington Northern, Inc.
Crescent Foods
James R. Ellis
John Fluke Manufacturing Co., Inc.
Frederick & Nelson
Item House
Dr. Solomon Katz
King Broadcasting Company
KIRO Radio and TV
KOMO Radio and Television
Nordstrom
Old National Bank of Washington
Overall Laundry Services
PACCAR, Inc.
Pacific National Bank of Washington
Pacific Northwest Bell

Pay ‘N Save Corporation 
Peoples National Bank of Washington
Physio-Control Corporation
Rainier National Bank
SAFECO Corporation
Faye & Herman Sarkowsky
Schoenfeld Industries, Inc.
Schuck’s Auto Supply, Inc.
Seattle-First National Bank
The Seattle Times
Simpson Timber Company
Skinner Corporation
UNICO Properties, Inc.
Unigard Insurance group
United Airlines-Western International Hotels
Univar Corporation
Urban Investment & Development Co./Four Seasons 
Hotels
Washington Energy Co.
Washington Mutual Savings Bank Foundation
Weisfield’s Inc.
Weyerhaeuser Company Foundation

Musical theatre company Sponsors
Responsible for the 1989 establishment of  

the Musical Theatre Company

American Building Maintenance Company
The Boeing Company
First Interstate Bank of Washington N.A.
Fisher Communications
John Fluke Mfg. Co., Inc
Joshua green Foundation
KIRO, Inc.
Nordstrom
Puget Sound Bancorp
SAFECO
Faye and Herman Sarkowsky
Seafirst Bank
The Seattle Times and Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Security Pacific Bank Washington
Skinner Corporation
Samuel and Althea Stroum
UNICO Properties
Univar/VWR Foundation
US West
Washington Energy Company
Weyerhaeuser Company Foundation
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Marilynn Sheldon, Founding Managing Director

The 5th Avenue is a non-profit theatre dedicated to the performing arts and supported by the community.















May we suggest a little drama
with your musical?
Chef Gavin Stephenson will script a special menu in honor of each 5th Avenue show
this season. Skillfully prepared and served by Th e Georgian's well-rehearsed cast and
crew, the three-course, pre-theatre menu is $49 and includes valet parking for the evening.
Our proximity to the theatre makes the off er even more dramatic.

For reservations call 1.206.621.7889 or visit www.fairmont.com/seattle.


